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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

To be removed from the newsletter, please email to both Shirley  

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctorôs letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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 "In a laboratory at 

Louisiana State 

University, researchers 

found that the free 

radicals produced from 

wood smoke are 

chemically active 40 

times longer than those 

produced from cigarette 

smoke, so that once 

inhaled they will attack 

the bodies cells longer. 

William Pryor, "Biological 

effects of cigarette 

smoke, wood smoke, 

and the smoke from 

plastics: the use of 

electron spin resonance" 

Free Radical Biology and 

Medicine, Vol.13:6(659-

676)" 1989 
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Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citize ns everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

òBreathing wood smoke is smoking !ó 
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EPA levies $328,334 fine against Sauder Woodworking Company 
Excerpted from the article by  Larry Vellequette of the Toledo Blade 

 
ARCHBOLD, Ohio - Sauder Woodworking Co. 
faces a $328,334 fine for air pollution 
generated by its sawdust-burning power 
plant that provides energy to its factory in 
Archbold, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency said Monday. 
  
The company's top executives said the 
furniture maker plans to challenge the 
complaint, filed by the federal EPA's 
Midwest regional office in Chicago.  
Sauder said that any violations of air-quality 
standards have been as a result of malfunctions that were promptly addressed. 
  
The U.S. EPA said Sauder violated state and federal regulations by emitting 
excessive particles, nitrogen oxides, and volatile organic compounds from its 
sawdust-fired boilers. The latter two pollutants work with ozone in the 
atmosphere to create smog. The agency also said Sauder violated record-keeping 
requirements and failed to properly monitor emissions from its boilers. 
  
 Mr. Sauder and Garrett Tinsman, the company's executive vice president of 
operations, said the power plant - now in its 16th year of operation - has 
exceeded its permitted threshold for discharges only on occasions when 
equipment has temporarily failed. Such problems were quickly corrected, they 
said. 
  
Inhaling high concentrations of particulates can have adverse health effects, 
particularly in children, the elderly, and people with heart and lung disease, the 
federal EPA said. Nitrogen oxides can irritate the lungs and can decrease 
resistance to respiratory infections. They also contribute to the formation of 
smog and acid rain. Smog can cause respiratory problems, including coughing, 
wheezing, shortness of breath, and chest pain. People with asthma, children, and 
the elderly are especially at risk. Sauder has 30 days to file an answer and request 
a hearing, the U.S. EPA said. 

 
 
In this February 2007 file photo, 
the exterior of Sauder 
Woodworking offices in Archbold 
is shown.  
  

http://www.toledoblade.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090707/BUSINESS03/907070397
javascript:NewWindow(600,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/templates/zoom.pbs&Site=TO&Date=20090707&Category=BUSINESS03&ArtNo=907070397&Ref=AR');
javascript:NewWindow(600,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/templates/zoom.pbs&Site=TO&Date=20090707&Category=BUSINESS03&ArtNo=907070397&Ref=AR');
javascript:NewWindow(600,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/templates/zoom.pbs&Site=TO&Date=20090707&Category=BUSINESS03&ArtNo=907070397&Ref=AR');


 

 

Smoke pollution melting the Arctic  
and the $5 solar invention to address the problem  

 
Black carbon aerosols may be responsible for a large proportion of Arctic warming. New 
NASA research suggests that much of the atmospheric warming observed in the Arctic 
since 1976 may be due to changes in tiny airborne particles called aerosols.  
The researchers found that the mid and high latitudes are especially responsive to 
changes in the level of aerosols. Their models suggest that aerosols account for 45% or 
more of the warming that has occurred in the Arctic during the last three decades - see 
Nature Geoscience (April 2009 ) 
http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/v2/n4/abs/ngeo473.html ) or 
http://w ww.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/warming_aerosols.html 

The work, by reputable NASA scientists, was published in April 2009 as a peer-reviewed 
paper.  It shows there are two types of aerosols.  Sulphate aerosols scatter incoming 
solar radiation and have a net cooling effect.  However, aerosols containing black carbon 
ς small, soot-like particles from industrial processes and the combustion of biofuels and 
diesel ς which absorb incoming solar radiation and have a strong warming influence on 
the atmosphere. 

The surface air temperature of the Arctic region has increased by 1.5 C (2.7 F) since the 
mid-1970s.  In contrast, in the Antarctic, where aerosols play less of a role, surface air 
temperature has increased about 0.35 C (0.6 F), as shown it the graph below (from 

http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/warming_aerosols.html ).   
 

 

http://www.nature.com/ngeo/journal/v2/n4/abs/ngeo473.html
http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/warming_aerosols.html
http://www.nasa.gov/topics/earth/features/warming_aerosols.html


 
Potential to melt Arctic methane stores ς άǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ōƻƳōέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ 
In September 2008, ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎ !ǊŎǘƛŎ ǇŜǊƳŀŦǊƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀ άticking time bombέ 
because massive deposits of sub-sea methane are bubbling to the surface as the Arctic 
region becomes warmer and its ice retreats.  The amount of methane stored beneath 
the Arctic is calculated to be greater than the total amount of carbon locked up in global 
coal reserves.  If this gas, estimated to cause 23 times as much global warming as the 
same amount of carbon dioxide, is released, it could accelerate global warming - see 
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/exclusive-the-methane-
time-bomb-938932.html 

/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƳƻƪȅ ŀŜǊƻǎƻƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘmosphere as long as 
gases such as CO2, they may create permanent climate change by melting ice (which 
reflects solar radiation back into space) and releasing methane, an extremely powerful 
greenhouse gas.  
Immediate health benefits from reducing black carbon! 
 

In another paper, also just published in Nature Geoscience, Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography at UC San Diego atmospheric scientist V. Ramanathan and University of 
Iowa chemical engineer Greg Carmichael, said that soot and other forms of black carbon 
could have as much as 60% of the current global warming effect of CO2, more than that 
of any other greenhouse except CO2.  The researchers also noted that mitigation would 
have immediate societal benefits in addition to the long term effect of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Between 25% and 35% of black carbon in the global atmosphere comes from China and 
India, emitted from burning of wood and cow dung in household cooking and through 
the use of coal to heat homes. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/03/080323210225.htm  
 

$5 Solar Stove Solution ς improves health, reduces global warming 
 
Help is at hand, in the form of a $5 solar stove for rural poor, paid for by polluters ς see 
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17938_105-10219635-1.html  This invention, winner of the 
$75,000 FT Climate Change Challenge award , can boil water and bake, without the 
health-hazardous pollution of conventional stoves.  The latter was explained in a 
testimony to the US House of Representatives in October 2007.  Pollution expert 
Professor WƻŜƭ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ ǎŀƛŘΥ άStudies have shown that such exposure is associated with 
pneumonia in young children, which is the leading cause of infant mortality in most of 
these countries, and with chronic bronchitis in women who do the cooking. To date, little 
work has been done looking at the effect of this indoor exposure on heart disease. We 
recently collaborated with investigators at UC Berkeley on a randomized trial of an 
ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ Χ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǘŜƳŀƭŀƴ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΦέ  /ƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
who were exposed to less smoke experienced a substantial drop in systolic blood 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/exclusive-the-methane-time-bomb-938932.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/exclusive-the-methane-time-bomb-938932.html
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/03/080323210225.htm
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17938_105-10219635-1.html
http://www.forumforthefuture.org/FT-climate-challenge


pressure, suggesting reduced risk of heart disease and improved health and fitness. 
http://oversight.house.gov/documents/20071018111144.pdf 
Montreal bans new wood heaters to tackle polluting black carbon aerosols. 
The message on health and the global warming effect of black carbon has been heard in 
Montreal.  Despite January average daily temperature minima of -13C and average daily 
maxima of -5, Montreal will ban the installation of all new wood stoves ς from 28 April 
2009. 
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/s/cbc/090416/canada/canada_montreal_woodstoves_mont
real_ban0416 
 
Air toxics: PCDDs, PCDFs and polychlorinated biphenyls 
Polychlorinated dibenzo dioxins 
(PCDDs) and furans (PCDFs) and 
dioxin-like polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), are amongst the most toxic 
pollutants known.   A 12-month study 
of 6 locations in Australia covering 
industrial and residential sites, 
showed that levels of these harmful 
pollutants were close to zero, except 
when wood heaters were in use, 
when concentrations were up to 10 
times higher than the non-heating 
season (see graph, right from Gras et 
al. http://www.cmar.csiro.au/e-
print/open/gras_2005a.pdf).  
 
As well as reducing polluting aerosols that damage health and contribute to Arctic 
warming with the potential to cause irreversible climate chance by melting frozen 
methane, the city will enjoy lower levels of some of the most toxic pollutants known.   
  
More information on world temperatures and solar radiation: 
http://www.woodfortrees.org allows readers to analyses and graph world temperature 
indices and PMOD measurements of solar radiation. 
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A Plea to Canadian Councilors  
 
Please consider banning wood burning in city limits. Citizens who burn solid 
fuels in any form including pellets or the best seasoned wood still produce 
unacceptable amounts of smoke. The best available sources of heat in 
order are activity, more layers of clothes, electricity, and natural gas. 
Burning wood is way down the list of acceptable sources of heat. Research 
shows that burning wood is 25% of the air quality problem in Prince George 
and is worst during the cold weather inversions of winter. Wood is plainly 
out of date and unacceptable. 
 
Take a referendum about burning wood in our city and I am sure that the 
majority will agree to ban wood. So why do so many politicians have a blind 
heart on this issue? Maybe they are not convinced of the dangers to health. 
Are wood burners more aggressive by nature and to be feared? Are citizens 
who butt out and care for others to be ignored? Is smoke ignored because 
the effects on health are long term? Are there more pressing issues than a 
little bit of smoke? 
 
There are many sources where one can learn about the dangers of wood 
smoke. There are many sites on the internet with stories of abuse. Just 
because many of us do not live right beside an abusive wood burner does 
not mean that we should not care. For Prince George I have written over 
100 letters on air quality and often they just seem to get a few wood 
burners upset. 
 
Please check out www.pachapg.ca in the Opinion section. The main issue 
for Prince George that affects our global reputation is air quality. We should 
ban wood burning to set an example. 
 

 
Vic Steblin  
BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC  
Currently teaching math in a secondary school in Prince George, B.C.  
 

  
 

http://www.pachapg.ca/


 

 
 
 

 

 



False Illusions  
Using chimney height and opacity standards to justify wood burning  

 
There is a revolution afoot among industry representatives who promote wood 
burning in restaurants, for energy and for fun, and the increasing populations 
who are suffering from the tragic consequences of wood smoke pollution.    It 
mirrors the cigarette smoking controversy where the òrightsó of a person to 
smoke should not obliterate the rights of people to breathe clean air.  
 
City officials and governments need to take wood smoke issues seriously, 
because they threaten the health and property values of growing ranks of 
citizens in both Canada and the United States.  
 
The use of antiquated standards such as chimney heights and opacity ratings by 
government authorities in effect protect wood burners rather than the general 
population and the environment.   Do you have to see vehicle exhaust to know 
itõs harmful when you breathe it?  Or see cigarette smoke to know it is 
damaging your health?   
  
Using chimney height and opacity standards to address wood smoke is not a 
realistic way to evalua te wood smoke. Though wood smoke is probably a 
violation of most nuisance ordinances, proving how hazardous it is can be 
difficult, because these false standards are in effect used to justify wood 
burning.   A judge might decree that a chimney height be rai sed, or wood be 
burned in a different manner to produce less smoke.   But no smoke is good 
smoke!  Raising a chimney only disseminates wood smoke a greater distance 
from the source.   It does not disappear into some vortex, but accumulates and 
doesnõt break down in the environment.  
 
What if tobacco smoke was allowed in bars and restaurants if the air simply 
didnõt look too smoky?  Shouldnõt clean air prevail over putrid, noxious air? 
Would smoking be acceptable if people smoked from balconies above the 
height of the rest of the establishment, as though height is somehow a magic 
bullet?   
 
Regulating wood smoke by such false standards circumvents the issue of how 
hazardous wood smoke is, and they are vague and subjective.  
 
It is often impossible to assess òopacityó, especially at night and if you canõt 
see it at close range. Just because you canõt always see wood smoke or assess 
how òthickó or òopaqueó the air is during a wood smoke assault doesnõt mean 
it isnõt doing powerful damage to human health and the environment.  
Because, it is.  
 
Julie Mellum 
info@takebacktheair.com  

mailto:info@takebacktheair.com


Government must tackle wood smoke pollution  
 
The Daily News  
Published: Wednesday, March 11, 2009 
Re: "VIHA monitoring woodstove rebates" (Daily News, March 3) 
 
Recently, the city was awarded a grant in excess of $30,000 to conduct 
voluntary wood stove change over program. Some of those involved in the 
administration of the program, which is facilitated and financially supported by 
the Ministry of Environment, are employed by the B.C. Lung Association and 
Vancouver Island Health Authority. They are aware that i t is not just the young 
and elderly who risk health problems from breathing the more than 100 
different toxic substances contained in wood smoke.  Anyone who suffers from 
cardiovascular and respiratory d isease is especially vulnerable.  It appears that 
in urban areas irresponsible residential burners of wood are licensed to emit 
excessive smoke continuously and expose their immediate neighbors to this 
health hazard, without penalty, for more than six months of the year.  
This is the "other" second-hand smoke. 
 
Why are non-certified wood burning appliances exempt from permits and 
inspections, when certified appliances require them?  Health Canada advises 
homeowners whose sole source of heat is wood to switch to another type of 
heat, if possible. In urban areas, w here wood burning is the sole source of heat 
due to cost, then perhaps the government should provide financial assistance 
to those in need.  
 
Local governments have the authority to regulate in regard to the protection of 
the health of individuals in the mu nicipality. When open air fires were 
permitted in Nanaimo, their emissions were not allowed to interfere with the 
comfortable use and enjoyment of a neighborõs property and a fire had to be 
suppressed if it was producing smoke that blew into a neighborõs house. 
 
In 2008, in a successful legal challenge to residential wood smoke pollution in 
Ontario, the lawyer for the plaintiffs said, "That no government agency would 
step in, is shameful."  
 
Janet Irvine  
Nanaimo 
 

 

  

 

 



A Personal Story Emailed to the Editor 

 
Submitted by Ernest Grolimund 

 
The smoke enveloped my house and I tried to ignore it. I hoped it would go 
away. I did not want to bother my neighbor and complain. But , after 12 hours 
of the smoke, I was sick and so was my asthmatic daughter. So, something had 
to be done. I talked to the neighbor and he refused to do anything because he 
always wanted a fireplace and , now that he had one, he was going to use it . He 
wanted to save money with his indoor boiler. He bought the house partly to get 
the boiler to sa ve $1,000/yr for 20 years. Unce rtif ied boiler, stove and 
fireplace!  Two out of three,  and who knew what he was using. When this did 
not work, which is usual, I had to use my engineering imagination.  
 
First, I taped windows on the west side of the house wh ere the smoke got in. 
The Att orney Gen of N.Y. State wrote that wood smoke can infiltrate houses 
and make people sick and I was seeing that with s tinging eyes, itchy mouth, 
feeling dirty somehow from the chemicals on my skin or oozing out of my skin. 
Breathing being compromised in my daughter and showing up in peak flow 
measurements.  
 
Next, I caulked sills all around the foundation wall, in Janua ry, on my back in 
the snow, mud, and cold. When I still smelled smoke , I caulked the inside sill. I 
became a smoke hunter for days and weeks, constantly askin g myself:  "If I was 
a smoke particle, where  could I get in?" The answer is:"The smoke can enter in 
all kinds of ways you woul d never think of readily." I  had to tape the basement 
windows and then another south window by a wall where an eddy current can 
build up. All this helped little by little. But it did not stop it all.  
 
After that,  I tried an air cleaner I had. It d id not do  a thing. I bought a Sears 
EnviroSense air cleaner with two opacity meters to try to  figure out what kind 
of pollution I was facing. It read very unhealthy for dust and odors. Wow! And 
the air cleaner did not lower the pollution levels. So, I tried the yellow pages 
for air cleaners and bought an Electrolux air cleaner that filtered down t o .1 
microns. It was $1,200. It helped a little but I was still getting dust (pm), and 
odors (volatile aromatic hydrocarbons).  Later I called the IQ Air C leaner 
company and asked them to make a special filter for me and they were 
incredibly good to me and made it. It filtered down to .03 microns and had an 
activated charcoal filter attached. It was $900 and it worked. It also became 
the #1 rated air cleaner in the world , according to the Am erican Lung 
Associatio n. Talk about "interfering with your enjoyment  of property", one 
definition of a ônuisanceõ according to the Nuisance Act. 
 
 
 



 
I called the police wh o looked up laws that one of the police thought might 
have been broken. But , he could not enforce it. The Bui lding Inspector would 
have to do this. I t alked to the B uilding Inspector, or tried to. I l eft a message 
with a planner who said she thought it was a nuisance and checked the law. 
She said someone else in another town was having a problem like mine an d was 
in court over it. The Building I nspector said the Manager would not let him 
enforce the laws that the policeman thought were being broken. So  next  I was 
on to my councilman.  
 
My councilman came and witnessed the smoke and wrote a letter after talking 
to his mother, a judge. He wrote that he witne ssed smoke on the house and at 
the door and in the house to a bothersome degree. Then he tried to get the 
fireman to measure it with smoke equipment. But , when the firemen got to my 
house with sirens blasting, the wind had shifted and the fire was put out 
quickly.  
Next we appealed to the M anager who would not budge and then the council 
after letters were passed  on to them . Still, no  enforcement of the law!  A 
month had gone by at this point. So, I re -read the  laws and noticed something 
in State Statutes  about a health officer having the power to intervene if th ere 
was a health problem.  
 
The Health Officer, an MD, and valuable part of the community, read the letter 
from an allergist and a letter from the Am erican Lung Associatio n and agreed 
there was a problem, so he appealed to the M anager, who once again refused 
to enforce the law. H e thought he had the discretion to not enforce. I was told 
the Manager was worried about a court case, and a doctor - state senator said 
that the Manager had done the same thing w ith an asthmatic girl living near a 
salt pile that was a health nuisance, for her anyhow. Moving was cheaper than 
a lawyer and court case against the city with deep pockets and a city lawyer o n 
salary. The Health Officer wound up moving  out of liability co ncerns because 
the allergist said the smoke was a threat to life, health, safety, and welfare! 
He went to a teaching hospital where he was appreciated as an expert and 
could do more good in the w orld.  
 
Two months and no action!  We had to move our daughter into the attic of our 
cape home and I spent a month renovating it for her.   
 
Next, I contacted a lawyer. He put the D octor's letter, lawyer's letter and 
witness letter in a short letter to the owner. He still did not budge. Then I 
wrote him a letter saying  another neighbor had a heart attack and the 
American Lung Association gave me an article on OWBs and wood smoke saying 
OWB smoke can cause heart attacks and asthma attacks and, by then, my 
daughter had an asthma attack , too!  I hoped that , since he had had 2 heart 
attacks and operations that  he might list en, but he still did not stop.  
 



Finally, Spring came and the wood was used up and I came home to see a gas 
stove being installed. The burning stopped after he used up all the wood, and it 
never started back  up. Everyone says I was lucky and that may be so, but I 
worked my tail off to bring this about and with his stubbornness, I feel it was 
no accident. This still is not the end , though. I allied with an elderly woman in 
church who witnessed my smoke in exchange for me witnessing her OWB. But , 
that is  another story. In conclusion, l et me say that it is 2 years lat er and I have 
helped pass an OWB bill to get precedents for IWB's. I have gotten the first 
amendment to the OWB bill ,  giving the DEP emergency powers to shut down 
OWBs, with a Governors advisor helping. I worked a little bit with the ALA and 
EDF and C.A.R. members to get the U.S. EPA to change NSPS standards, and got 
the EPA to recommend the USDA to stop promoting chip boilers for schools. I 
am also working with the DEP to model uncertified stoves and fireplaces which 
appear to be very dangerous problems too. All this t ime consuming, slow, legal 
work and yet wood smoke can cause heart attacks and asthma attacks that can 
kill after 3 hours exposure, acco rding to Dr. Brown , author of an EPA report on 
OWB risk assessment.  
 
 Changes in the standards are creating bans and this trend will continue. Wood  
smoke is violating pm st andards and the 180 air toxics complicate it  and make 
the problem 180 times worse.  
 
Preliminary results of the modeling by the Maine DEP show that an uncertified 
fireplace heating 3 rooms, (K,DR,LR) causes about 150 mcg/m3 of pm 2.5 in  24 
hours, average. A fireplace heating one room causes about 75 mcg/m3, 24 hr 
average. The Canadian standard is 30 mcg/m3 in  24 hours, as I remember. This 
modeling assumes burning 12 hours, which happened to me , and is common in 
emergency situations like blizzards and power outages. It also estimates 
pollution in an eddy current next to an adj acent house, 50' away, where 
pollution builds up and gets concentrated. The worst condition  is reported 
which corresponds to a calm wind inversion in cold temperatures. I used an EPA 
emission factor for an ave rage fireplace from a table, assuming slightly dirty 
and choked fireplaces which are the norm. I asked the DEP to input a lower 
temperature  and velocity , corresponding to choking, which I think I see. The 
EPA, DEP, and I all agreed on inputs. The results are a little high perhaps for 
ambience burning but judges say err on the side of life and health in Corpus 
Juris Secundem.  
 
Do you t hink this is an exercise  in theoretical worst c ases that can never happen? The pm 
concentration in China from wood  burning has been measured at 150 to 300 mcg/m3 by 
satellite  monitoring from NASA. Ground monitors in New England and California have 

measured pm from 200mcg/m3 to 300 mcg/m3, from wood  bur ning. It can inundate houses, 
cities like Edmonton and Denver, and whole countries have  photos that exist to prove it.  

Ernest Grolimund   egrolimund@msn.com 
19 Johnson Hts.,  

Waterville, Maine USA  04901 

207-861-5765 
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Our Story  

 
Submitted by Linda Beaudin 
 

We have been having terrible trouble for years with a person next to us who burns 
wood. He had burned painted and other wood at first, then later on, cut wood was 
used, but the smoke has invaded our life and our home. This person burns from fall to 
spring, and then he starts outside burns in fire pits and such. I have worked for years on 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ atǎΧattΧCƛǊŜ 
5ŜǇǘΧΦΦŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀŎƪǎ ƻŦ ōȅlaw this and bylaw that. 
  
Wood smoke is killing us! My husband has congestive heart failure. We are retired, non- 
smokers, non drinkers, we do not party and our children are grown and gone. We want 
to live the rest of our time in our home and enjoy our gardens. We now live like 
prisoners. We cannot open our windows at night and we certainly can never open them 
in the winter. When my husband uses the snow blower, the smoke is so heavy he can 
barely stand it. It falls in plumes past our windows, day in and dŀȅ ƻǳǘΧΦΦƘŜŀǾȅΣ ǊŜŜƪƛƴƎ 
smoke that gives us headaches and makes our throats hurt.  
 

We had tried to get help, and did get some, but the person who is burning knew just 
how far he could take it. The Fire Department said the woodstove met code.  
For those who live with this, it leaves you with a feeling of true desperation. When you 
cannot move, cannot open a window and cannot sit outside for fear of smoke filling 
your lungs, then I ask, what is left for us???  
 
I have just started up my cause again and the other day made contact once again with 
our local Fire Prevention Officer who offered amazing hope, at least for the back yard 
open burns. We never wanted to be calling 911, as we respect its use. But now we are 
left with no choice. This man, who is doing all the burning, does not care about us, our 
neighborhood, or anything that comes close to being a good neighbor. We are worn and 
exhausted from fighting this issue. We are trying so hard to make some kind of impact 
so that in time perhaps our city will see how terrible this situation really is to all who are 
exposed to wood smoke.  
 
We no sooner have spring end and his inside wood smoke stop, only to see him pick up 
with the back yard burner, which our city at presently allows. My hope would be to see 
this bylaw changed.  
 

As for the severe wood smoke that comes from his chimney each season, day and night, 
we are uncertain what help we can get as there has been little so far. We stopped trying 



for a few years and gave up hope. It seemed that no way could we make a dent in this 
issue and we were exhausted from trying. And, when you have a sore throat from wood 
smoke and cough and cough, it puts you in a tired place of coping.  
 

Soon enough we will have to be ready to put up with the heavy smoke once again. My 
fear is the harm all this is doing to us. On a bad smog day, this man burns and burns, 
with no regard for a soul. We cannot use our back door as the smoke is so bad. We have 
new doors and windows, yet the smoke seeps into the rooms. We avoid the use of many 
rooms. We have massive piles of wood all in the back and side of our home, of his 
stockpile.  
 
We are in the city, not the bush. We deserve the right to breathe clean fresh air and to 
open our windows when we wish. We are tired of being prisoners within our own home. 
We also pay taxes and deserve the right to breathe in our own home.  
 
{ƳƻƪŜŘ ƻǳǘΧΦL ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΗ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ 
more and more I read and the more and more I learn, I know for fact that we are not 
alone. Many are suffering the same way we are. Now, I intend to speak up and speak 
out at every given opportunity.  
We sat back, trying not to provoke this man and make it worse, but we see now that it 
does not matter. He will continue to do this to us and others as long as he knows that he 
can get away with it. As long as he abuses the system without getting caught, he will 
continue.  
 
There was no fire outside tonight, but still at an early hour I had to shut all the windows 
όƛƴ ŎŀǎŜύ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȊƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ αIN CASEΧƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƛǊŜΦΦΦƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƳƻƪŜΧΦ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ 
with such an edge all the time because we never know when they will light up.  
 
My oldest son was put into the hospital. They found out, this Christmas, that he has a 
progressive fatal lung disease. It is called Idiopathic Primary Pulmonary Hypertension. 
He is in the advanced stages. He went from a young man of 42 that could do everything, 
to a man who now can never be without oxygen, who cannot run or walk fast, if at all, 
some days. Some days he cannot move from the couch. It, too, has become a cause for 
ƳŜΧΦL ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƭƭ L Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΦ IŜ 
was on the Heart Telethon this year. The television crew asked to follow his story and 
for the last l5 minutes of the telethon he was on. Needless to say it has been a difficult 
time for us and for him. He is on medication now, but it has not really helped.  
 
They have added more medication and next week he meets with a research doctor in 
Ottawa to see about possible help with stem cell therapy. From the time they find out 
they have it, they usually live about 2.5 years, if that. We were crushed and beyond sad. 
²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ŦŀŎŜ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘ ƭƛǎǘΧΦLCΦ  



At a time like this, we want the peace and comfort of our home. So, while going through 
all of this, we also have been going through this battle with wood smoke that should not 
exist at all.  
 

 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƻƎ ōŀǊƪƛƴƎΧΦȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōȅƭŀǿΦ  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ƴƻƛǎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ммΧΦȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōȅƭŀǿΦ  
.ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ǎƳƻƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΧΦƪƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƳŜǎΧΦǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΧΦΦŘŜǾŀƭǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΧΧΦŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΧΧΧΧΦŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ 
do we get??  
 
Linda Beaudin,  
Cornwall, Ontario 
 
  
  

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

Teaming Up With Others:  Strength In Numbers 

  
Like tobacco smoke, wood smoke can be banned or regulated 

in cities or states. Our national elected officials also need to 

hear from us.  Please contact any of the names below--you do 

not have to live in their area to build our network.  Nor do you 

have to leave your name if you prefer not to.  But we all need to 

build a network for strength in numbers. 

 

NOTE: Connecticut is trying to have wood smoke added to the 

state health code as a public health nuisance. That would allow 

the health department to intervene on a case by case basis. The 

bill in CT didnôt pass, but a local health department decided to 

shut down an OWB which set a precedent, calling it a public 

health hazard.   

 

Here is a partial list of contacts who are working on wood 

smoke issues from various states and regions. Please click here 

to email us if you are willing to have your email address or 

other information published in this newsletter monthly to 

connect with others.  

 

Name Email State/Province 

Shirley  

 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

 

Ontario, 

Canada 

Victoria Valentine 

 

stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com 

Web site: http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  

 

New York, 

U.S.A. 

 

Julie Mellum 

 

 

info@takebacktheair.com 

Web site: http://www.takebacktheair.com  

 

 

Minneapolis 

U.S.A. 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/



