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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

To be removed from the newsletter, please email to Shirley 

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctorôs letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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   "In a laboratory at 

Louisiana State 

University, researchers 

found that the free 

radicals produced from 

wood smoke are 

chemically active 40 

times longer than those 

produced from cigarette 

smoke, so that once 

inhaled they will attack 

the bodies cells longer. 

William Pryor, "Biological 

effects of cigarette 

smoke, wood smoke, 

and the smoke from 

plastics: the use of 

electron spin resonance" 

Free Radical Biology and 

Medicine, Vol.13:6(659-

676)" 1989 
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Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citizens everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health cod es 
and to ban all wood burning.  

òBreathing wood smoke is smoking !ó 
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BBBRRREEEAAAKKKIIINNNGGG   NNNEEEWWWSSS!!!!!!!!!   
   

WWWooooooddd   ssstttooovvveee   bbbaaannn   pppaaasssssseeesss!!!   
      

EEExxxccceeerrr pppttt eeeddd   fff rrr ooommm   ttt hhheee   MMMooonnnttt rrr eeeaaalll    GGGaaazzzeeettt ttteee   AAAppprrr iii lll    222999,,,   222000000999   
      
      

III ttt '''sss   fff iiinnnaaalll lllyyy   oooffffff iii ccciiiaaalll !!!   
      

TTThhheeerrreee   wwwooonnnΩΩΩttt   bbbeee   aaannnyyy   iiinnnssstttaaalllllliiinnnggg   ooofff   wwwooooooddd---bbbuuurrrnnniiinnnggg   ssstttooovvveeesss   iiinnn   

aaannnyyy   hhhooouuussseee   iiinnn   ttthhheee   ccciiitttyyy   ooofff   MMMooonnntttrrreeeaaalll...      

   

YYYeeesssttteeerrrdddaaayyy,,,   ttthhheee   ccciiitttyyy   cccooouuunnnccciiilll   uuunnnaaannniiimmmooouuussslllyyy   pppaaasssssseeeddd   aaa   

cccooonnntttrrrooovvveeerrrsssiiiaaalll   bbbyyylllaaawww   ttthhhaaattt   ooouuutttlllaaawwwsss   ttthhheee   iiinnnssstttaaallllllaaatttiiiooonnn   ooofff   nnneeewww   

wwwooooooddd   bbbuuurrrnnniiinnnggg   aaappppppllliiiaaannnccceeesss   sssuuuccchhh   aaasss   ssstttooovvveeesss   aaannnddd   fffiiirrreeeppplllaaaccceeesss...   

   

TTThhheeeyyy   wwwiiillllll   ssstttiiillllll   aaallllllooowww   wwwooooooddd   pppeeelllllleeettt,,,   nnnaaatttuuurrraaalll   gggaaasss   aaannnddd   eeellleeeccctttrrriiiccc   

ssstttooovvveeesss...   

         

TTThhheee   bbbaaannn   aaaiiimmmsss   tttooo   rrreeeddduuuccceee   wwwooooooddd   sssmmmoookkkeee,,,   wwwhhhiiiccchhh   mmmaaakkkeeesss   uuuppp   aaa   

lllaaarrrgggeee   pppooorrrtttiiiooonnn   ooofff   wwwiiinnnttteeerrr   sssmmmoooggg...   MMMooonnntttrrreeeaaalll   hhhaaaddd   444555   sssmmmoooggg   dddaaayyysss   

bbbeeetttwwweeeeeennn   NNNooovvv...   111   aaannnddd   MMMaaarrrccchhh   333111...   

   

                    



NNNEEEWWWSSS   
   

   LLLuuunnnggg   AAAssssssoooccciiiaaatttiiiooonnn   DDDiiisssaaagggrrreeeeeesss   WWWiiittthhh   CCClllaaaiiimmm   
      
   Posted March 28, 2009 
   
  
On March 16, 2009, the Jamestown, New York, Post-Journal featured an article 
on proposed regulations for outdoor wood boilers.   
 
4ÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ,ÕÎÇ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ .Å× 9ÏÒË ÏÐÅÎÌÙ ÒÅÆÕÔÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 
claims that outdoor wood boilers (OWBs) do not cause any health problems.  
They basically stated that outdoor wood boilers are wreaking havoc across 
New York, polluting the air and making breathing difficult for New Yorkers 
forced to breathe the smoke they produce.  
 
The Lung Associate confirmed that wood smoke emissions contain 
components such as carbon monoxide, various irritant gases, and chemicals 
known or suspected to be carcinogens, such as dioxin.  Burning wood in close 
proximity to residential housing, regardless of stack height, creates a corridor 
for dirty air.  Any smoke is toxic smoke that your neighbors are forced to 
breathe.  Breathing wood smoke is smoking! 
 
The health effects of wood smoke exposure include increased asthma attacks, 
coughing, wheezing, increased hospital admissions for lower respiratory 
infections, difficulty breathing, bronchitis and pneumonia.  Population studies 
show that young children are most likely to be affected. Wood smoke is also 
linked to a variety of other health effects, including increased risk of 
emergency room visits for asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
deaths. 
 
According to the American Lung Association's 2008 State of the Air report 
(www.alany.org), many United States counties and cities received failing 
grades for air quality with dangerously high levels of ozone. Add in the high 
level of particulate matter generated by outdoor wood smoke, and you have a 
recipe for dirty, dangerous air. 
 
Simply said, the negative health consequences from outdoor wood boilers 
outweigh the money saved from heating with wood. 
 
Excerpted from remarks by Michael Seilback, Vice President, Public Policy & 
Communications, American Lung Association in New York 
  

 

http://www.alany.org/


WOOD STOVES  
Submitted by  Giulia Dõalesio 
Numerous scientific studies report serious adverse health effects from 
breathing smoke emitted by residential wood combustion. Smoke contains fine 
particles, which can affect both the lungs and the heart. Residential wood 
smoke may be a significant source of exposure to fine particle pollution.  
 
About 50 to 70% of the particulate matter (PM2.5) that seeps/trespasses into 
every home, show levels similar to having smokers light up inside your home, 
according to Dr. Wayne Ott of Stanford University. What is seeping in, is 
chemically active in the body 40 times longer than tobacco smoke and is 12 
times more likely to cause cancer.  
 
Smoke from wood-burning stoves and fireplaces contain a complex mixture of 
gases and particles. The size of particles is directly linked to health problems. 
Small particles less than 10 micrometers in diameter pose the greatest 
problems because they can get deep into the lungs and some particles may 
even get into the bloodstream. Among these particles are "fine particles," 
which are 2.5 micrometers in diameter and smaller. These fine particles can 
affect both your lungs and your heart.  
 
Furthermore, the EPA certified wood stove program was a failure. In the 1980s, 
they knew that there would be more cancer cases, more sudden heart attacks, 
and more deaths if they proceeded with the EPA wood stove program. There 
are voices crying out for help to stop the disease spreading smoke across the 
United States and Canada. The long term damage from wood smoke exposure 
will be carried for life by its victimsñmany of whom will die prematurely. We 
know that lives will be shortened by these exposures of wood smoke. When 
people are not at work they typically spend 60-70 percent of their time at 
home (Szalar,1 1972; Chapin2, 1974; Sexton et al.3, 1986) and if they heat 
their home with wood they are potentially exposed to fine particle pollution. In 
addition to the smoke that can be released inside the home, studies show that 
an estimated 70 percent of smoke from chimneys can actually reenter the 
home and neighborhood dwellings (Pierson4 et al., 1989).  
  
Numerous scientific studies have linked particle pollution exposure to a variety 
of problems.  England banned solid fuels in the 1950s; they subsidized fuel 
expense for those who were low income or elderly or ill.  
Å increased respiratory symptoms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing, 
or difficulty breathing  
Å decreased lung function  
Å aggravated asthma  
Å development of chronic bronchitis  
Å irregular heartbeat Å non-fatal heart attacks; and  
Å premature death in people with heart or lung disease 

 

 . 

   



Does anybody care? 
It is still legal to poison your neighbor daily with chimney smoke?  

Author prefers to remain anonymous due to fear of neighbor!  

   Almost two decades ago, we purchased land in a new subdivision and built our 
dream house as far from the city as possible to enjoy fresh air and nature even if it 
meant a lengthy commute to work. Our joy didnõt last very long when we realized that 
one neighbor was using a wood burning furnace as an only source for heating his 
house.  
For at least six months of every year we have to endure inhaling heavy smoke coming 
at us from our neighborõs chimney with no mercy.  We complained and complained to 
them in a very friendly fashion and received a very friendly response that they would 
do something, but with no results at all. We were still very optimistic and hoping for a 
change that never came.  
With our house finished, we aimed our attention to start a family which was met with 
lots of medical problems and obstacles. Once the medical problem was resolved many 
years later, we were blessed with two children. Thatõs when we truly realized that 
something is really very wrong when we canõt open our windows to let fresh air in for 
all the smoke and our babies canõt have their afternoon nap outside because the air 
stings so badly. Pollution from our neighborõs chimney was overwhelming, driving us 
into depression and despair.  
We tried to talk to them again and again. We told them that pollution and smoke goes 
to our place almost all the time, fills the house and is very bad for our health, 
especially our young children. Their answer was shocking for us. òSorry, we canõt help 
you, we moved all the way out here because it is legal to do this.ó They have very 
strong beliefs and no compassion to our pleading and our offering financial or any 
other help to change their house heating system (he is a corporate lawyer).  
Another shocking piece of news was that when we contacted GVRD Air Quality 
Complaint line many times and were told that they are allowed to do that. GVRD told 
us that they can burn as much as they want and as long as they want.  
How is this possible in this day and age when second hand smoke is not allowed 
anywhere and even backyard burning is not allowed? How is it possible for these 
people to legally poison our breathing air on a daily basis with no penalty at all?  
We have small children and we want them to grow up in a healthy environment. That 
was the main reason that we built our house here. What can we do to protect our 
family? We have both been diagnosed with depression and are on medication, which is 
not good for our children either. They deserve a healthy and happy home.  
 
Does anybody care? Do we really have to get cancer in order to have anything done 
about it?  
This winter is really harsh and the smoke pollution is constant, usually all night, when 
they load their furnace and choke the air intake for slow burning. The air flow is 
usually from the northeast to the southwest and their house is directly northeast of us. 
All we can hope for right now is for the wind to change direction.  
We can smell it daily and we feel sick quite often. Whenever there has been heavy 
smoke we call them and ask them to stop it with very minor results.  
Recently we went to their property with our children to complain and to try to solve 
the problem. It is not very difficult to change the heating system. Now they are telling 
us that we are harassing them and we have to stop all calls or they are calling the 
police.  

Where is protection for our family health?  Does anybody care? 



 
 

Do you know that the smell of wood smoke is affecting your health ? 
 By Brie Oishi  

 
   Last year I decided to do research as to the harmful effects of fireplace smoke 
emissions on peopleõs health. Through information provided by UBC and BC Lung 
Association I learned that fireplace smoke does contain more than 100 chemicals and 
numerous toxic substances which are linked to many diseases such as asthma, 
bronchial problems, and Lung diseases; including cancer. Also, thickening of the blood 
vessels that are a risk factor to stroke and heart attacks; it also increases the rate of 
ear infection and even short term exposure shows increased incidence of cardiac 
arrhythmia (irregular heart rhythm). 
   A study on lab animals suggests that prolonged exposure to wood smoke may weaken 
the immune system; and I question; òis ôthatõ the reason for the multitude of allergy 
sufferers in our country?ó If so, then many people are Allergy victims because of wood 
smoke exposure from neighboring fireplaces! It is my understanding that these toxic 
substances do penetrate dwellings even with windows closed, putting people at risk.  
   Up to now, Metro Vancouver has not been successful in convincing the public of the 
harmful effects on peopleõs health from óWood Burningó and is still trying to educate 
them. A stove exchange program is in force. It is understandable that this may be 
necessary for individuals who are dependent on wood as their only source of fuel, but 
in our highly populated Metro Vancouver area, where weather conditions are not 
exactly of a 5 star rating, I feel that it would be in the best interest of all living and 
breathing beings to simply ban the use of Wood Burning. Some authority will just have 
to take a stand on this issue and put their foot down, so to speak, and in my opinion 
Metro Vancouver would be the first choice to do that and of course our municipalities.  
    As I have been in contact with our federal and provincial Government on this issue, 
their reply was, that it falls under the jurisdiction of municipalities.         
I am aware that toxins from wood burning are only part of the pollution problem, but 
it is that part which is easily cleared up."Wood burning fireplaces can easily be 
replaced by a Gas burning one. " 
   Banning Wood Burning Fireplaces should not be looked upon as taking away 
someoneõs privilege to enjoy a roaring fire, but to be considered as an improvement of 
our air quality. That is what all of us are wishing for, right?  
   Will you therefore òpleaseó join me and seriously consider the positive effect a ban 
of Wood Burning Fireplaces will have on peopleõs health and call your municipality to 
ban those polluting devices.  The life you save may be your own, or that of a loved 
one.  
  
Sincerely, Brie Oishi,  
Port Coquitlam, B.C.   
 
Related webs:   
 http://www.bclocalnews.com/tri_city_maple_ridge/tricitynews/news/36709434.html 
 http://woodburnersmoke.net/ 
 http://takebacktheair.com/ 
 http://burningissues.org/ 
 mailto:info@citizensfeh.com 
 mailto:vmorell@telus.net 

http://www.bclocalnews.com/tri_city_maple_ridge/tricitynews/news/36709434.html
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://takebacktheair.com/
http://burningissues.org/
mailto:info@citizensfeh.com
mailto:vmorell@telus.net


 

The Bill for Wood Smoke  
 

Written by -- Victor Steblin 
Prince George, B.C.     
Tuesday, 03 March 2009  
 
A letter to the editor ended with: òThe next time you want to complain about 
my wood-burning stove, I will hand you my gas bill so you can pay it.ó 
 
In response, I will keep complaining about the smoke from wood stoves until 
more stop burning wood. I also truly apologize if some burners intend on 
increasing their output just to make trouble. Consider the bill to taxpayers for 
the damage of wood smoke, some of which are listed in the following. 
 
The health costs of wood smoke have been roughly calculated in the U.S. at 
about $2 per kilogram of wood burned. A study from Vancouver in 2007 further 
estimates the health effects of wood smoke as $20,000 per heater per year.       
Currently this is ultimately covered by the taxpayer and goes for medical 
services. If wood burners were taxed this cost directly, they would quickly 
switch to natural gas as natural gas is much cheaper and less dangerous. 
 
Some costs are very difficult to put numbers on. What is the cost of fresh air? 
What is the cost of relieving asthma in a child other than moving out of the 
Bowl? What is the cost of feeling good about the air quality of Prince George? 
What is the cost of good relations with neighbors? 
 
Burning wood is very expensive when one considers all the hidden costs to 
society. The ones who burn wood just transfer the health cost to others, much 
like drunk drivers transfer injury to others. And by many accounts, the results 
of wood smoke are worse than the results of drunk drivers. 
-- Victor Steblin 
Prince George, B.C. 
BSc Honours Math 
MA Math Education from UBC 
Currently teaching math in a Secondary School in Prince George, B.C. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Teaming Up With Others:  Strength In Numbers 

  
Like tobacco smoke, wood smoke can be banned or regulated 

in cities or states. Our national elected officials also need to 

hear from us.  Please contact any of the names below--you do 

not have to live in their area to build our network.  Nor do you 

have to leave your name if you prefer not to.  But we all need to 

build a network for strength in numbers. 

 

NOTE: Connecticut is trying to have wood smoke added to the 

state health code as a public health nuisance. That would allow 

the health department to intervene on a case by case basis. If 

you live in or near Connecticut, let us know.  

 

Here is a partial list of contacts who are working on wood 

smoke issues from various states and regions. Please click here 

to email us if you are willing to have your email address or 

other information published in this newsletter monthly to 

connect with others.  

 

Name Email State/Province 

Shirley  

 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

 

Ontario, 

Canada 

Victoria Valentine 

 

stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com 

Web site: http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  

 

New York, 

U.S.A. 

 

Julie Mellum 

 

 

info@takebacktheair.com 

Web site: http://www.takebacktheair.com  

 

 

Minneapolis 

U.S.A. 

 Continued on next pageé.  

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/


 

Vic Steblin 
 

             vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca  

 

Prince George, British Columbia, 

Canada 

 Short Letters about Air Quality are 

listed in OPINION section of 

www.pachapg.ca 
 

Vicki Morell  

 

             vmorell@telus.net 

Website: http://burningissues.org 

 "A breath of fresh air - for all generations" 

 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada    

604-322-6744 

 

Mary Rozenberg 

 

             Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com  

Website: http://BurningIssues.org  

 

 

Point Arena, CA in Mendocino 

County, USA 

 

 

Julie Burgo 

 

             Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com 

 

 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USA 

 

 

Ernest Grolimund  

 

 

             egrolimund@msn.com  

 

19 Johnson Hts.,  

Waterville, Maine USA  04901 

207-861-5765 

 
Giulia D'Alesio 

 

 

             jaguarg90@hotmail.com 

 

Notre-Dame-De-L'ile Perrot  

Quebec, Canada 

Phone and fax (514) 425-5288 

 

Janet Irvine 

 

 

             janetirvine@shaw.ca 

 

 

Nanaimo, B.C. 

Canada 
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A Personal Smoke Story  
By Brie Oishi  

 

As my own health was compromised by wood smoke many years ago, I started 

thinking of ways to make people aware of the lurking dangers and approached a 

council member a few years ago in my community (Port Coquitlam) and suggested a 

possible ban, and for our municipality to be the first to do so here on the lower 

mainland, in British  Columbia; his reply was, that he had never heard of ósuch a 

thingô and thought it to be unreasonable.   

 

On August 2008, I decided to approach the city formally on this subject.  My 

request was forwarded to our local Environmental Protection Committee.  I sent 

them all the information I had gathered, such as news clippings, reports from our 

Lung Association and the University of British Columbia as well as another letter 

written by me to act as a delegate.  The subject was on the agenda during the fall 

meeting and then forwarded to Metro Vancouver. My hope was that the Committee 

would place it in front of our city Council.  

 

Then I sent a very long letter to Metro Vancouver and I also had conversations with 

the Regulation and Enforcement Division Manager of the Policy and Planning Dept. 

GVRD, Mr. Ray Robb ( Ray.Robb@metrovancouver.org ), a very approachable 

gentleman at Metro.      

 

Next, I sent letters to both the federal and my provincial Governments and, from 

both places, I heard that a ban of wood burning fireplaces falls under the 

jurisdic tion of municipalities and the Minister of Healthy Living sent me a pacifying 

letter. 

 

Here I was, a little lady, trying to convince all those ñOfficialsò those toxins from 

wood burning are harmful to every living and breathing thing, and that it is 

everyoneôs business to stop it. My MLA offered to write a legal petition, and he did, 

but I only got a few signatures as I am having limited contact with the outside 

world.  

 

I wrote to newspapers and some of my articles were published, so I was happy that 

information was presented to their readers.     

 

Then, Metro Vancouver sent me a report from their Sept. 2008 meeting where I 

found another woman trying to get help and, upon contacting her, I was relieved to 

know that I was not the only one concerned about wood smoke! Through info from 

her I became aware of many others, and read that they are just as desperate as I am 

to clean up the air.  That did encourage me to contact city hall again, and my letter 

was placed on the agenda.  Now it is an official city document.   

mailto:Ray.Robb@metrovancouver.org


 November 2008, during the municipal election, I int erviewed the old and the new 

wanting to be Councilors and sent them all the info I had gathered regarding the 

health hazard of wood smoke.      

  

Next, I wrote another letter to the local Environmental Committee and appeared as 

a delegate at their December 2008 meeting, during which I suggested that I was 

willing to contact all the municipalities on the Lower Mainland to join Port 

Coquitlam in the ñBan of Wood Burning Fireplaces,ò and the Committee had no 

objection.  But still, the subject ended up again on the desk of Metro Vancouver.  

  

Then, as a 2009 New Year greeting, I sent, to all the officials on my list, an email 

with the logo I had designed and which reads, ñProtect your heart and lungs 

óPleaseô help banning wood burning fireplaces.ò  (Down here fireplaces are the 

culprit, new homes have gas fireplaces. That has been the regulation for two 

decades, or so.) 

  

Beginning February 2009, I wrote once again to the Environmental Enhancement 

Committee and requested that my request to ban wood burning fireplaces be 

reviewed and presented to Council so they will have a chance voting whether to be 

the first community to take the step and, only then, will I be able to go ahead and 

contact the other municipalities to join.   

  

Later that month my daughter was diagnosed with cancer. I pulled my socks up, so 

to speak, (tried to ignore the shingle pain, in my own body) and wrote yet another 

letter and sent it to newspapers.  A couple of them found the article print worthy. 

  

An extended version of the letter went to Po Co Committee and was on their Agenda 

for  the 17
th

 of March 2009.  So far I have not heard from them.  

  

 I sent the letter to Council as an attachment, and informed them via email that I 

had requested for Committee to bring the ñBan of Wood Burning Fireplace issueò 

before Council.  The meeting is Monday, March 23
rd

 2009 and I wonder if it will 

show up. 

  

Also, I had sent the letter to Metro Vancouver and it is confirmed that it will be read 

during their next meeting.  Since their Committee is made up of some council 

members from surrounding communities, the message will get heard by some at 

least and I pray that it falls on fertile grounds. 

 

 
 



 

Photos and Videos 
 

A heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv 

 

  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 

 

 

 

To have your own listed, send an email to: s.brandie@sympatico.ca  

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm


 

LINKS &  MORE 

 
 

 
A heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Wood Burner Smoke 

 
(Editorõs Site) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://BurningIssues.org
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://www.citizensfeh.com/homepage.html


 

 

 
 

 

If your health has been affected by exposure to chromated copper arsenate 

(CCA) pressure treated wood, please visit: http://noccawood.ca    

A site dedicated to helping those affected by wood smoke: 

http://BurningIssues.org 

http://takebacktheair.com  

 

http://www.cleanairtas.com  

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net  

 

http://freedomofair.webs.com  

 

http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html  

 

http://citizensfeh.com  

 

http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/ 
Please take a minute to sign the petition there. 

 

http://rawsep.spaces.live.com  Residents against  wood smoke emission particulates    
 

 

ñBurning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of mutagenic (capable of 

causing cell mutations that can cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-

powered cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These figures indicate that 

the worst contribution that an individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of 

the air is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel car.ò (Dr. Joellen 

Lewtas, Contribution of Source Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban 

Air Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

http://noccawood.ca/
http://burningissues.org/
http://takebacktheair.com/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html
http://citizensfeh.com/
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
http://rawsep.spaces.live.com/
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Canadian Action Activities of the Month 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum.  

Regardless of where we live, our actions should focus on getting our 

national governments to regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if 

each reader calls or emails each of these contacts, we can move 

mountains.  

 

Go for it now! 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 

 
Air Health Effects Division 

Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper Street 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9 

Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada 

Burn it Smart!  

Sir William Logan Building  

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street 

Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email  to your local council to request that they create or amend a bylaw to 

cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential areas. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html


U.S. Action Activities of the Month 

 
URGENTðImmediate Action Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we donôt stop our 

statesô stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!    

 
¶ Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.  

It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you donôt want the 

stimulus money used for this promotion in your communityðbut 

only to apply to gas or electric technology.  (California has a change-

out program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

¶ Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming.  

 

¶ Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

¶ Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

¶ If we donôt stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 
healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  

 
 

 



 

Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPAôs own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% every year from fine 

particle pollution  (Harvard School of Public Health).  That is about one 

million people in the U.S. each year--an epidemic!  Wood smoke is 

extremely hazardous for children, the elderly and especially those with 

asthma.  Asthma is already the number one reason for school 

absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.   This should be a ñno-brainer.ò Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPAôs own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

 

 

http://burningissues.org/


 

 

Actions #2 - Please take a moment to sign this wood smoke petition for a 

wood smoke-free New Yorkðthis affects us all.  

www.woodsmokefreeny.com 
__________________________________________________________  

 

Action #3 ï Email the Whitehouse:  

 President@whitehouse.gov (Lisa P. Jackson) 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Action #4 - The EPA is never much help.  Still, you can call their 

comment line: 

 
EPA Comment Line: 1-202-456-1111 (M-F, 9AM-5PM EST.) 

______________________________________________________  

 

 
¶ To submit requests for laws against all wood burning as a way to 

help solve the skyrocketing health care costs: 

http://change.gov/page/s/healthcare 

 

 

¶ To request laws against wood burning for other reasons such as 

global warming, to protect our health etc. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/  

 

  

Both have easy to fill in forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:President@whitehouse.gov
http://change.gov/page/s/healthcare
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/


 

 
 

  

About the Editors:  
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie is retired from a 

medical laboratory and currently doing in-

depth research on the effects of wood 

smoke on health and the environment.  

Web site: http://woodburnersmoke.net  

 

Julie Mellum is the U.S. Midwest 

Director of Clean Air Revival and is also a 

Minneapolis realtor who knows that a 

wood smoke-impacted neighborhood can 

negatively affect property values. She is a 

Research Specialist with a focus on wood 

smoke and fragrance chemicals, and is 

lobbying for legislative changes for a 

healthier world, especially for children.  

Web site: http://takebacktheair.com  

 

 

 

 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help .  Send an email to 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca  to be added to the mailing list.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://takebacktheair.com/
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca

