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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

To be removed from the newsletter, please email to both Shirley  

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctorôs letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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 "In a laboratory at 

Louisiana State 

University, researchers 

found that the free 

radicals produced from 

wood smoke are 

chemically active 40 

times longer than those 

produced from cigarette 

smoke, so that once 

inhaled they will attack 

the bodies cells longer. 

William Pryor, "Biological 

effects of cigarette 

smoke, wood smoke, 

and the smoke from 

plastics: the use of 

electron spin resonance" 

Free Radical Biology and 

Medicine, Vol.13:6(659-
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Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citize ns everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

òBreathing wood smoke is smoking !ó 
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NNNEEEWWWSSS   
   

 Hampstead ban a burning issue ɀ and a good call  
 

  Excerpted from an art icle by Toula Foscolos of  The Chronicle 

 

I t  should  be c lar i f ied  that  the by-law out laws wood-burn ing appl iances 
for  new homes,  not  f i replaces.  For  homeowners who al ready have such 
insta l la t ions,  they have a seven-year  grace per iod  to  conver t  and 
phase them out .   
 
Hampstead mayor ,  B i l l  Ste inberg is adamant  that  the by-law was the 
most  appropr iate  for  h is  town and fee ls  s t rongly that  the Ci ty  o f  
Montreal  wi l l  soon be in t roducing a s imi lar  by-law o f  i ts  own.   
 
Whi le  some react ions have been extremely posi t i ve ,  pra ising 
Hampstead for  i ts  environmental ly  conscious decision ,  o thers have not 
been so k ind ,  one reader  going so far  as to  cheeki ly  suggest  that  
homeowners should  burn  a l l  unnecessary by-laws in  thei r  f i rep lace.   
 
Despi te  an inab i l i ty  to  reach a popu lar  consensus as to  how much 
exact ly  wood-burning app l iances and f i rep laces actual ly  contr ibu te  to 
a i r  pol lu t ion  and heal th  problems, there is  und isputed ev idence that  
they do.   
 
A repor t  by the Regroupement  mon tréala is  pour le  qual i té  de l 'a i r on  
the impacts o f  a i r  po l lu t ion  on health  and the envi ronment  ident i f ied  
wood heat ing as one o f  the major  sources o f  a i r  pol lu t ion  in  the 
greater  Montreal  area;  according to  the repor t ,  i t  i s  responsible  fo r  
53% of to ta l  suspended par t icu late  (TSP) emiss ions and 26% of vo lat i le 
organic  compound (VOC) emissions, such as formaldehyde.  These 
po l lu tants  have been proven to  have harmfu l  heal th  e f fects  in  
asthmat ics,  young ch i ldren and seniors and have long been suspected 
carc inogens.   
 
Of course,  popu lation  densi ty ,  topography,  combustion  equipment  
used and the cond i t ions in  which  wood is  burned great ly  in f luence the 
content  o f  emiss ion and that 's  someth ing that  Montreal  shou ld  take 
in to  considerat ion  when (and i f )  the t ime comes to  pass the ir  own by-
law.   
 
 

http://www.westislandchronicle.com/index.php
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Wi th  48% of smog caused by wood-burn ing appl iances,  i t ' s  impor tant  
that  concrete  measures are  taken and awareness is  ra ised.  On the 
o ther  hand,  f i replaces,  used only  occasional ly  by most  peop le  in  
Hampstead and only  rarely  as a means for  heat ing a home, d id  not  
requ ire  a ban.  Here again  however , assumpt ions should  not  be made 
and more s tudies should  be under taken to  f ind  out  exact ly  what  the 
percentage o f  Montrealers  use the ir  f i replaces on more than an 
occasional  basis .   
 
F inancia l  considerat ions,  which  are somet imes c i ted  as a reason for  
us ing wood-burning app l iances to  heat  a home, are  not  a v iab le  
deterrent ,  according to  Mayor  Steinberg,  who fee ls  that  most  
Hampstead res idents don ' t  use wood-burn ing app l iances as a means to  
sav ing money and don ' t  need to.   
 
Whi le  i t  wasn ' t  h is  in tent ion  to  be the f i rs t  in  the country in  enact ing 
such a by-law, Ste inberg fee ls  o thers wi l l  fo l low and considers i t  a  
"decision  that  makes sense".  We tend to  agree.   
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What the Fall Season Can Be 

The fall season with its glorious colours and crisp air is a delight for many. But for some it is 
a season filled with smoky and polluting air emanating from wood stoves, fireplaces and 
outdoor burn barrels and wood boilers. Gone is the joy they once had awakening to bright 
sunshine, clean air and colorful leaves. Gone are the leisurely strolls through parks to 
ŀŘƳƛǊŜ CŀƭƭΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎΦ DƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǊŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ 
for winter without breathing in wood smoke. 

Now, Fall means preparing the house for the onslaught of smoke that is sure to come and 
invade their homes. Nothing they do can stop the particulate matter and stench from 
entering. Yet, they try. They put plastic over their windows and seal the windows tight. 
They buy expensive air cleaners. Some seal off rooms in an attempt to keep the smoke out. 
The list goes on, but nothing works. Soon many of them will be heading to their doctors 
with various health problems that are caused by inhaling smoke. Doctors do the best they 
can and attempt to treat the symptoms presented to them. But until the smoke is gone 
these people will continue to be sick.  

It is this time of year that is most important for people to let their town officials know what 
they go through each year and ask them to create or amend the bylaws covering smoke 
emissions.  

{ƳƻƪŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎΩΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bǳƛǎŀƴŎŜ 
Act. It can be fought in civil court at great expense and can take months to get an 
injunction. This leaves the entire responsibility on the victim. It is just not right! 

A bylaw enacted and enforced by a municipality would end this horrible situation for those 
that do not have the freedom to breathe clean air in their own homes and properties. 
Please, for the sake of yourself, your family, your neighbours and future generations, speak 
with your councilors and mayors and convince them to end this pollution. 

Also, please pass this newsletter on to as many people as you can to get the word out to 
everyone that wood smoke pollution can be deadly. 

My goal with this newsletter is to convince people affected by a 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ƛǘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎǘŜ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦ ¢ƻ 
see what we went through, click here for my Power Point Presentation. 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/videos.htm
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6 solar stove wins climate prize 09/04/2009 

 

Oslo - A $6 cardboard box that uses solar power to cook food, sterilize water and could 

help 3 billion poor people cut greenhouse gases, has won a $75,000 prize for ideas to 

fight global warming.  

The Kyoto Box, named after the United Nations' Kyoto Protocol that seeks to cut 

emissions of greenhouse gases, is aimed at billions of people who use firewood to cook.  

Costing $6.60 to make, it can also make it easier to boil polluted water.  

It is made from two cardboard boxes, which use reflective foil and black paint to 

maximize absorption of solar energy.  

Covering the cooking pot with a transparent cover retains heat and water, and 

temperatures inside the pot can reach at least 80°C.  

As many as two billion people in the world use firewood as their primary fuel.  

"We're saving lives and saving trees," the Kyoto Box's developer Jon Boehmer, a 

Norwegian based in Kenya, said in a statement.  

Carbon credits  

The FT Climate Change Challenge was backed by the Financial Times, technology group 

Hewlett-Packard, which sponsored the award, and development group Forum for the 

Future.  

The other four finalists were a garlic-based feed additive to cut methane emissions from 

livestock, an indoor cooling system using hollow tiles, a cover for truck wheels to reduce 

fuel use and a "giant industrial microwave" for creating charcoal.  

A statement said that Boehmer would carry out trials in 10 countries, including South 

Africa, India and Indonesia. He would then collect data to back an application for carbon 

credits.  

The United Nations  
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Fire marshal: Wood smoke more than a nuisance ɂ it's illegal  
 

Excerpted from the article by Ray Finger   September 7, 2009 
 

If you live in Elmira, you don't have to put up with the smell of your neighbor's 
wood smoke drifting through your house. 
 
That's the word from Fire Marshal William Wheeler, who reminds city residents 
that free-standing outdoor fire pits and chimeneas  are illegal if they are wood-
burning. 
Those that are fueled by natural gas, propane or charcoal, however, are allowed 
because they are smoke-free, he said. Smoke pollution is the main issue, and 
since the chimneys are usually 6 to 8 feet from the ground, there is going to be a 
pollution problem, he said. 
 
Wood smoke is not just a nuisance. For people with medical problems like 
asthma, bronchitis or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, it can be a health 
hazard, he said. 
"It's not that we don't believe that responsible people can have a fire in a fire pit 
with a screened cover on it and do it safely. The idea is that the neighbor next 
door can't open his bedroom windows," Wheeler said. "We're not out in the 
country." 
 

Open burning has always been pretty much prohibited in the city, he said. The 
fire prevention section in the city code of ordinances was changed in 2004 
because it became apparent the city was experiencing an influx of outdoor wood-
burning devices that mostly did not follow air pollution requirements as regular 
wood stoves do, he said. 
"Every once in a while, we have them," he said. "We know that there's a lot more 
of them out there than we know about, obviously." 
 
When an open burning complaint is received, an engine company will be sent out 
to educate the violators about the ordinance banning open burning, and the 
violators will be asked to put out the fire. "If they choose not to, we will 
extinguish it," Wheeler said. 
If they get called back to the same property a second time for a similar situation, 
then a citation will be issued. The penalty is up to 15 days in jail and a $250 fine, 
he said. 
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Life Thre atening Wood Smoke  

 
Here is an article you do not want to miss!  

 
It was submitted to me by Ernest Grolimund and I am amazed at the detail, photos and 
the modeling account of the life threatening wood smoke from old fireplaces and wood 
stoves. I suggest that everyone take the time to read this and, if you have any questions 

or want to discuss the article with Ernest, you can email him at:  
egrolimund@msn.com  

 
 

Click here for the PDF article 
 
 

 
  

mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
http://shirleybrandie.com/wood_smoke_updated_7_14_09.pdf
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Is Canadaõs West-coast aware - what the East of 
Canada did? 
  
By: Brie Oishi  
 
Not where EPA woodstoves are concerned!   For in Metro Vancouver a wood 
stove exchange is in full force and will be running until Dec. 31 2010, as the 
Vancouver Sun heralded on July 3 2009! 
 
 A News clipping featuring this article was sent to me because of my keen 
interest to have wood-smoke banned.  Reading the article made me see red 
because the Wood Smoke Activistõs News-letter, May issue proudly presented 
an excerpt from the Montreal Gazette, dated April 29. 2009 that it is finally 
official; the Wood stove ban was passed by city council! Hurrah for Montreal, 
but sad for Vancouver!  For pursuant to section 185 of the Local Government 
Act, Greater Vancouver Regional District Board (òMetro Vancouveró) gave 
notice of its intent to provide assistance under partnering agreements with 
selected wood and natural gas appliance retailers as part of the Woodstove 
Exchange Program.   
  
Metro Vancouverõs Air Quality Management Plan includes actions that aim to 
reduce emissions from residential wood burning. Under the Province of British 
Columbiaõs Wood Stove Exchange Program, which is facilitated and financially 
supported by the Ministry of Environment, the BC Lung Association has provided 
Metro Vancouver with $58,000 in funding for a wood stove exchange program 
within Metro Vancouver.  Metro Vancouver residents will be encouraged to turn 
in uncertified wood burning appliances so that they may be destroyed.  In 
exchange, residents will receive a rebate of $250.00 from Metro Vancouver 
towards the purchase of EPA certified wood stoves or other acceptable 
replacement appliances. 
  
Now I question, is Vancouver not aware of the happenings in Montreal where a 
few devoted people fought desperately to have those EPA stoves banned and 
now here on the Lower Mainland they are promoted.  The BC Lung Association 
donating $58,000 toward the endeavor. I truly find this appalling.  It is a 
blessing that the majority of Metro Vancouverõs homes are gas heated.  
Hopefully homeowners, who still operate Wood Burning Fireplaces, will take 
advantage of the Exchange Program by converting their Fireplaces to Gas.  
That way, BC Lung Associationõs contribution will be put to really good use and 
have a positive impact on the environment.   

 
Brie Oishi 
Port Coquitlam, British Columbia Canada 
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#ÌÉÖÅ 3ÔÏÔÔȭÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ *ÁËÁÒÔÁ 0ÏÓÔ 
 

 
I was delighted to read the article 'Polluters to face a minimum sentence of 
three years in prison'(September 5, 2009). 
 
We live in Tasmania, Australia which is meant to be Australia's clean green 
island state. 
 
However, our government supports planned burning by the forest industries for 
many months of the year (both government and private). Their smoke is 
choking us to death.  
 
Because of the harm known to be caused to our people and because our 
Environmental Minister fails to adequately address the issue, the people of 
Tasmania have taken the unusual step of establishing a Peoples' Court to put 
her on trial. http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/weblog/article/the-trial-
of-michelle-obyrne/ 
 
The Jakarta Laws should apply here in Australia as many people around the 
world would never get to hear how we have to live. People have to wear gas 
mask respirators and have to evacuate their homes. 
 
I am asking your government to put pressure on our Prime Minister Mr. Kevin 
Rudd to adopt your Jakarta environmental pollution laws. 
 
Clive Stott 
You can read my story here http://www.cleanairtas.com  

 
  
 

  
  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/weblog/article/the-trial-of-michelle-obyrne/
http://tasmaniantimes.com/index.php?/weblog/article/the-trial-of-michelle-obyrne/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
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In a Breath  
 
By Linda Beaudin (Air is Precious)   
Posted in the iBarrie Examiner  August 31, 2009  
 

How often in life do we actually stop and think about taking a breath?  
Our very life depends on this gentle action we take. We inhale, we exhale. 
  
Sadly, if the quality of air we breathe is saturated with wood smoke, then 
Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƛǊΚ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ 
  
Almost every day, we breathe the toxic plumes of wood smoke that flows 
unwanted into our environment, our home, and into our lungs due to a 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ ŦƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜΦ 
  
When we breathe this intrusion of our air, we inhale noxious and 
dangerous particulate matter that penetrates deep into our lungs.  
Everyone is harmed: children, parents, siblings and ourselves. Newborn 
ōŀōȅΩǎ ƭǳƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǎŀulted with deadly wood 
smoke. We try to protect them from harm, and yet we allow wood smoke 
to come into our neighbourhoods, our home and our lives.  
 
We must take responsibility to help end wood smoke, because every breath 
should be cherished, never taken for granted. We must ensure this 
becomes a reality in our lifetime.  
 
We must take action now to preserve our air, and have it free of wood 
smoke for those who inherit the Earth.  
It is our moral responsibility to take action on their behalf, on our own 
behalf. 

 
  
 

 
  
 

  
  

http://www.thebarrieexaminer.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1723264
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No one should have to live with toxic wood smoke  
 

By: AD Duggin Sept. 5, 2009  
         

 

There have been a number of letters published recently about the nuisance 
of backyard firepits.  
 
London is the only large city in southern Ontario to allow open burning in 
high-density neighbourhoods. A city this size should not allow open burns, 
as wood smoke creates a great deal of fine particulate matter pollution and 
is a large contributor to the city's poor air quality.  
 
Smoke from clean, dry, seasoned wood is highly toxic. In fact, it contains 
over 100 toxic chemicals and compounds and, according to U.S. 
Environment Protection Agency studies, it is 12 times more carcinogenic 
than equal amounts of tobacco smoke.  
 
No one should have to live with toxic wood smoke if they wish to live 
smoke-free. No one with a lung disease should suffer potentially fatal 
consequences from a neighbour's wood-burning appliance. Nuisance wood 
smoke should be stopped.  
 
If you have been affected by nuisance wood smoke, would like to know 
more about the negative health effects of wood smoke, and how you can 
help London clean up its act, please contact londonburns@sent.com  for 
more info. We look forward to hearing from all concerned Londoners. We 
all have to share the air.  
 
 
  
 

 

  

 

  

 

mailto:londonburns@sent.com
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Burning Issues  
 

Submitted by Vic Steblin  
2570 Laurier Crescent, Prince George, BC, 250-564-1123 

 

¢ȅǇŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎέ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ DƻƻƎƭŜ 
ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ά.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ LǎǎǳŜǎΦƻǊƎέΦ wŜŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
accounts and try to decide if these stories are biased. Maybe there is some 
ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ά²ƘŜǊŜ 
there is smoke, thŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŦƛǊŜέΦ 
 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǇǊŜŦŀŎŜ ƻƴŜ ǊŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά! ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦƛǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
an hour and burning 10 pounds of wood during that time will generate 
4300 times more carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons than 30 
cigarettes. Fortunately Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘŀƴǘ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
chimney, but with low wind speeds on cold winter nights, the emitted 
plumes hug the ground for hours. Soon the particles penetrate into the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ as 
outdoors. A home with a single wood burning source can elevate indoor 
particle concentrations at hundreds of surrounding homes in the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΣ ŜǘŎΦέ 
 

Scan through the many sidebar topics ranging from medical effects, fact 
sheets to personal stories and one gets a sense that it is just wrong to burn 
anything. A wonderful quote from the philosopher Schopenhauer 
ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ƭƭ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ridiculed. Second, it is violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-
ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘΦ 
 

 
Vic Steblin   vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca 
BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC 
Currently teaching math in a secondary school in Prince George, B.C. 

 
  

 
 
 
 

mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
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 Primary Air Pollutants USA  
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Teaming Up With Others:  Strength In Numbers 

 
Like tobacco smoke, wood smoke can be banned or regulated in cities or states. Our 

national elected officials also need to hear from us.  Please contact any of the names 

below--you do not have to live in their area to build our network.  Nor do you have 

to leave your name if you prefer not to.  But we all need to build a network for 

strength in numbers. 

 

Here is a partial list of contacts who are working on wood smoke issues from 

various states and regions. Please click here to email me if you are willing to have 

your email address or other information published in this newsletter monthly to 

connect with others.  

 

Name Email State/Province 

Shirley  

 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net 
        
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca 

 

 

Ontario, 

Canada 

Victoria Valentine 

 

stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com 

Web site: http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  

 

New York, 

U.S.A. 

 

Julie Mellum 

 

 

info@takebacktheair.com 

Web site: http://www.takebacktheair.com  

 

 

Minneapolis 

U.S.A. 

 

Vic Steblin 
 

vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca  

 

Prince George, British Columbia, 

Canada 

 Short Letters about Air Quality are 

listed in OPINION section of 

www.pachapg.ca 

 

Vicki Morell  

 

vmorell@telus.net 

Website: http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 "A breath of fresh air - for all generations" 

 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  

  

604-322-6744 

 

Mary Rozenberg 

 

Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com  

http://BurningIssues.org  

 

Point Arena, CA in Mendocino 

County, USA 

 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
http://www.pachapg.ca/
mailto:vmorell@telus.net
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com
http://burningissues.org/
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Julie Burgo 

 

Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com 

 

 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USA 

 

 

Ernest Grolimund  

 

 

egrolimund@msn.com  

 

19 Johnson Hts.,  

Waterville, Maine USA  04901 

207-861-5765 

 
Giulia D'Alesio 

 

 

jaguarg90@hotmail.com 

 

Notre-Dame-De-L'ile Perrot  

Quebec, Canada 

Phone and fax (514) 425-5288 

 

Janet Irvine 

 

 

janetirvine@shaw.ca 

 

 

Nanaimo, B.C. 

Canada 

 

 

 Linda Beaudin 

 

 

 

airisprecious@gmail.com  
  

Cornwall, Ontario  

Canada 

      

 

  

    

   

  
 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:jaguarg90@hotmail.com
mailto:janetirvine@shaw.ca
mailto:airisprecious@gmail.com
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NEW TO CANADA 
 

Canadian Clean Air Alliance  

 
 A totally new Canadian site that deals with wood smoke pollution. 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all citizens 
about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air pollution that 
affects our health, use of our property, water, crops, livestock, the 
environment and climate change. We urge citizens everywhere to press 
for legislative changes to call wood smoke a public nuisance under state 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎΦέ 

 
ά.ǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ƛǎ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΗέ 

 

 

 
 

We are looking to include every province in Canada.  
Please email to Shirley to start a provincial page for your province. 

 
To be added to our Member List (Canadian only) click here. 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
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                                  Photos and Videos 
  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 

 

To have your own listed, send an email to: s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a ban on smoke release will change this! 

Click here for videos 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE  
 

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story &  video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stottôs peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia.  
 
 

  

 

 

  

Wood 

Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editorõs Site 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

  

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
http://BurningIssues.org
http://breathehealthyair.blogspot.com/
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If your health has been affected by exposure to chromated copper arsenate 

(CCA) pressure treated wood, please visit: http://noccawood.ca 

 
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca   Please visit us here!  
 

http://www.alap.qc.ca  Quebec Association for clean air ðFrench & English 

 

http://takebacktheair.com  

 

http://www.cleanairtas.com  

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net  

 

http://freedomofair.webs.com  

 

http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html  

 

http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/ 
Please take a minute to sign the petition there. 

 

http://rawsep.spaces.live.com  Residents against  wood smoke emission particulates    
 

http://rodfarmer40.blogspot.com A blog dedicated to shaming the Launceston City 

Council and Tasmanian State Government to start enforcing wood smoke legislation in 
Launceston.  

 

A site dedicated to helping those affected by wood smoke: 

http://BurningIssues.org 
 

 
ñBurning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of mutagenic (capable of 

causing cell mutations that can cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-

powered cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These figures indicate that 

the worst contribution that an individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of 

the air is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel car.ò (Dr. Joellen 

Lewtas, Contribution of Source Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban 

Air Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

http://noccawood.ca/
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://www.alap.qc.ca/
http://takebacktheair.com/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
http://rawsep.spaces.live.com/
http://rodfarmer40.blogspot.com/
http://burningissues.org/
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L 

Canadian Action Activities 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum.  

Regardless of where we live, our actions should focus on getting our 

national governments to regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if 

each reader calls or emails each of these contacts, we can move 

mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper StreetOttawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart!  Sir William Logan Building , 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email  to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Ontario Ministry of the Environment has released the latest news on Smog 

http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php  

 

          ____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/air/smog/index.php
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U.S. Action Activities 

 
URGENTðImmediate Action Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we donôt stop our 

statesô stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
¶ Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.  

It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you donôt want the 

stimulus money used for this promotion in your communityðbut 

only to apply to gas or electric technology.  (California has a change-

out program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

¶ Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor to global warming.  

 

¶ Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

¶ Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

¶ If we donôt stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 
healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPAôs own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).   That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.   This should be a ñno-brainer.ò Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPAôs own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editor : 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

 She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment.  

 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to email it. 

 

** We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for publication. It is 

the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are, to the best of their knowledge, 

correct. ** 

 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help.  Send an email to 
s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca

