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Welcome! 

We hope that this newsletter will give you the information and inspiration 

you need. Regain clean air to breathe and eliminate the wood burning that 

is affecting your health and your home environment. 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help and suggest that they 

send an email to s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

To be removed from the newsletter, please email to both Shirley  

 

 

    

  

  

  

 

 

 

**** A doctorôs letter verifying how wood smoke compromises 

your health or public health in general would be beneficial in 

showing that wood smoke truly is doing damage to you.**** 
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 "In a laboratory at 

Louisiana State 

University, researchers 

found that the free 

radicals produced from 

wood smoke are 

chemically active 40 

times longer than those 

produced from cigarette 

smoke, so that once 

inhaled they will attack 

the bodies cells longer. 

William Pryor, "Biological 

effects of cigarette 

smoke, wood smoke, 

and the smoke from 

plastics: the use of 

electron spin resonance" 
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Mission Statement  
 

Our mission is to educate public officials, government and all    
citizens about wood smoke as a major form of hazardous air 
pollution that affects our health, u se of our property, water, 
crops, livestock, the environment and climate change.  We 
urge citize ns everywhere to press for legislative changes to 
call wood smoke a public nuisance under state health codes 
and to ban all wood burning.ó 

òBreathing wood smoke is smoking !ó 
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NNNEEEWWWSSS   
   

Wood burning creates top cancer risk in Oregon's air, EPA says 

Excerpted from the article by Scott Learn, The Oregonian   
 

 Pollution from burning wood in stoves, fireplaces and elsewhere is the top cancer risk in 
Oregon's air, according to a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency analysis. 

Burning wood and other organic material creates a greater risk 
than even benzene, a carcinogen belched by cars and trucks in 
the tens of thousands of tons each year, the analysis indicates. 
By contrast, the main toxins from incomplete combustion of 
burning wood -- a class of chemicals known as polycyclic 
aromatic hydrocarbons (you can smell them) -- measure in the 
low hundreds of tons a year from Oregon's residential sources. 
 
"The PAHs are nasty things," said Ted Palma, an EPA scientist 
who led the agency's latest National-Scale Air Toxics 
Assessment, released last month. 
  
The EPA assessment, based on 2002 emissions data, ranked 
Oregon's air high in cancer risk. The state placed third highest 
in the nation in the number of people -- about 152,000 -- living 
in census tracts with a cancer risk of 100 in a million, the EPA's 
benchmark level of concern.  
But that's largely because Oregon has done a far better job 
documenting the generation of wood smoke, Palma said, 
including surveying residents three times since 2000 to gauge 

actual wood stove and fireplace use.   
  
Pollution from wood burning helped push 45 census tracts in Clackamas, Jackson, 
Multnomah and Washington counties above the EPA's overall risk benchmark, 
accounting for a third or more of the overall air cancer risk in those counties. 
  
Wood burning is  less popular in urban counties such as Multnomah but still adds up 
because of the higher population, close proximity of neighbors, and heavier use of 
fireplaces, which spew far more pollutants than stoves.  
  
The EPA's risk benchmark is based on 100 cancer incidents among 1 million people 
exposed continuously over a lifetime. By comparison, the EPA says one out of three 
Americans -- 330,000 in a million -- will contract cancer during their lives when all causes 
are taken into account, including smoking and poor. 
 

http://www.oregonlive.com/
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/nata/
http://www.epa.gov/nata/
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 No Open Fires This Weekend in Prince George Fire Cen tre  

 
Excerpted from 250 News Tuesday, July 21, 2009 09:28 AM 
 
Effective at noon on Friday, July 24th and until further notice, all open fire is 
prohibited throughout the Prince George Fire Centre.  
  
Open fire is defined in three categories.   
 
A Category 1 open fire means an open fire that burns piled material no larger 
than one metre high and one metre wide. This Category 1 open fire ban 
prohibits the use of campfires.  
 
A Category 2 open fire means an open fire that burns piled material no larger 
than two metres high and three metres wide, or grass over an area less than 
0.2 hectares (2000 square metres) in size.  
 
A Category 3 open fire means an open fire that burns material in piles larger  
than two metres high and three metres wide, windrows, or grass over an larger 
than 0.2 hectares (2000 square metres) in size, this includes all resource 
management burns.  
 
This open fire ban applies within BC Parks and to all public (Crown) and private 
land outside of organized areas.  
 
This fire ban does not apply within municipalities or regional districts that have 
their own burning bylaws. Please check with your local authorities before 
lighting a fire this summer.  
  
 
 
Editorõs comment: With the terr ible fires burning in BC and now in California, forcing 
residents to leave their homes due to the horrific effects of the fires, one would hope that 
a serious approach to ending all wood burning would come to fruition.  

 
Wood burning is a major cause of fat al house fires. And an unnecessary burden on those in 
the vicinity.   

http://www.opinion250.com/blog/author/13/1/250+news
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Wood stove ban could go to court  
 

  
Excerpted from the article by MEGAN MARTIN, The Gazette July 30, 2009 
   
Wood stove salesman Michael Richard of Nergiflex of St. Laurent is opposed to the Montreal 
wood-stove ban. The city of Montreal will be forced to go before Quebec Superior Court to 
defend its recent ban on the installation of new wood-burning stoves after a lawsuit was filed 
against the city last Thursday. 
 
"It's always been a question of public health for the Tremblay administration," said Alan 
DeSousa, executive committee member of the city of Montreal. "We went through exhaustive 
public consultations over three days and the bylaw was given majority support from the public 
and was passed unanimously at Council. That's how any democracy works." 
The lawsuit is being filed by the Association des professionnels du chauffage, which represents 
225 Quebec businesses that make, distribute, sell and maintain wood-burning stoves and 
related products, and Montreal residents Ghyslain Bélanger and Jose Canelho, who want to 
install or modify wood-burning stoves in their homes.The lawsuit contends that the city "did not 
present any sound, reliable scientific study" as part of the process which led to the ban. 
  
 DeSousa stated that representatives from Montreal's Public Health Department attended the 
public consultation hearings and presented facts and medical studies, including the science 
behind the impact of the fine particles on human health. "They went through a fairly exhaustive 
presentation," DeSousa said. "All of which is available as public record." The bylaw, which was 
adopted by city council on April 27, regulates the installation of new wood burning stoves. 
  
According to the city's last annual report on air quality, 67 out of 68 bad air quality days in 2008 
were caused by particulate matter, which is released in chimney smoke. These fine particles are 
dangerous because they become imbedded deep in the lungs. In addition to causing over 6,000 
cases of bronchitis in Montreal children annually, Health Canada stated that about 1,540 people 
die prematurely each year in Montreal because of air pollution. 
The lawsuit contends "it has been clearly and scientifically demonstrated" that such a ban "in no 
way contributes to the improvement on air quality." It is asking the court to suspend the bylaw 
until a final judgment has been rendered, and to ultimately have the bylaw reversed. 
 
DeSousa said the city of Montreal won't back down. 
"We want to be able to protect the health of our population," DeSousa said. "We believe that 
this bylaw is appropriate for our community and in the city's best interest." 
As for the implications the ban has on the wood-burning stove industry in Montreal, DeSousa 
said "they can sell their products elsewhere, the market is quite large. What we're concerned 
about is what is installed in Montreal, and how it effects our population." 
mmartin@thegazette.canwest.com  
 

 
  

mailto:mmartin@thegazette.canwest.com
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IF 
Submitted by Linda Beaudin  
 

You were to see someone outside your home about to do harm to a child, as a human, a 
parent or concerned citizen, what would you do? You would run for your life to try and 
protect this child. 
 
Yet, people every day are seeing this happen before their eyes when their children are 
outside playing  and toxic wood smoke comes down arƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ Χ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
help? 
Who is there to protect the innocent? 
 
If not for ourselves then, we must do it for our children. 
We must be the protectors; we must be willing to run to save them at any cost.   
The cost will be trying to spread the word to others about this ongoing serious issue. 
 
Yes, the pesticides may be going now and there may be hope for the children, but now 
we need the smoke gone, for the sake of their lungs and their futures. 
 
Our children are the future. By how we live and what we teach, we will become their 
role models, for them to see the need for a better earth, a cleaner sky, for safe 
breathing, to put an end to so much childhood asthma Χ clear not only the airways, but 
the skies.   Clear our thoughts so we can see their future, a future that will offer hope 
and healing to all. 
 
I would ask others who do not see it this way, to reconsider. You only need to talk to a 
parent who has a child with breathing problems or bad asthma.   You only need to see 
that child struggle for each breath, and to watch for a few seconds to see the 
desperation in both parent and child. Is this a trip to the hospital? Or, can they manage 
with their medication. 
 
No child should be put through this.   If we do not want our children to inhale second 
hand smoke, then why on earth would we want them in danger from second hand wood 
smoke? 
We cannot go inside our homes for that life saving air as our air has become damaged 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǊƴŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΧΦǿƘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
 
If for no one else, please consider the children.  Our hope, our future Χ the ones we love 
so dearly.   No parent should have to watch a child struggle to breathe. 
 
Stop the wood smoke and free the children. They too suffer at your hands.  You harm 
yourself, you harm your neighbours and you harm your community. The children are 
innocent victims to all of this ΧΦ FREE them!  SAVE them!  Help them to survive in a 
better world. 
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The Myth of the Certified Stove  
 

Submitted by Ernest Grolimund 
 

The Maine DEP just did a modeling study of uncertified stoves and fireplaces. The DEP 
and EPA consulted on the inputs but gave me the chance to set the framework for the 
inputs and some of the outputs. They did this because I am an engineer by education, 
and I was smoked out, giving me unique insight into the phenomena, and because the 
DEP had never done this before and was not motivated to undertake the difficult task of 
researching inputs. The intent, when we started out, was to model large fires for heating 
houses fully or for auxiliary heat such as heating a LR,DR,K which is the average size of 
heat load for a stove. The reason for choosing the high heat loads was because that is 
where the problems are most intense. The location and inputs were all selected by me, 
but I made sure to consult with the DEP and EPA and get their approval of all inputs as a 
check. I knew where the smoke would be most intense and set out to capture this in the 
modeling, and we were successful.  
 
The results shocked everyone!! So much, that the DEP and EPA took over the study and 
attempted a whitewash by reducing inputs as much as they could and trying to model 
average sized fires, not large fires, for heating in blizzards or economic crunches for the 
poor. Our first results which never made it into print were about 150 mcg/m3, 24 
average, for 3 rooms heated by fire in an uncertified fireplace, and about 75 mcg/m3 for 
a whole house heated by an uncertified stove. This included ambient design level 
pm2.5. The final published results show about 81 mcg/m3 for a stove heating a whole 
house which checks, but shows about 50 mcg/m3 for a 1 room fire in a fireplace that 
should be about 81 mcg/m3. Note: they changed the size of the fire. All of this must be 
compared to standards and to medical literature. The US standard for pm2.5 is 35 
mcg/m3 for 24 hours. The amount of pm2.5 necessary to cause heart attacks and 
asthma attacks is about 30 mcg/m3 for 3-4 hours! This comes from a $500,000 study for 
the EPA by Dr. David Brown on OWBs introduced as evidence in a hearing for OWBs by 
the DEP and American Lung Association and myself. There, Dr. Brown quotes Dr. 
Schwartz of the Harvard School of Public Health and Dr. Koenig in a separate report as 
saying pm causes health effects up to high risk emergency room visits from pm at 12 - 
30 mcg/m3, for 2-4 hrs. That is why we were shocked! And all of this happened in my 
backyard with an indoor wood boiler nearby and an uncertified fireplace and an 
uncertified stove or furnace. I got involved despite not being a PhD or authority, 
because my backyard was a virtual laboratory for the effects of wood smoke and I 
collected good scientific information proving there was a problem with a type of heating 
accepted for thousands of years. I measured the smoke with opacity meters that read 
"very unhealthy" and discussed this and symptoms with an expert medical doctor. The 
pollution could also be monitored in a way by my daughter's peak flow readings for 
asthma. She was a "canary in the coal mine", so to speak, monitored by a medical 
doctor who had no choice but to say that her life, health, safety, and welfare were at 
risk.  
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A man had a heart attack, a child had an asthma attack, and all these health effects 
were predicted by Dr. Brown in an outdoor wood boiler study. But my situation involved 
three types of equipment combined with ambient air pollution. So, I had to study 
everything and I liked to do that rigorously. 
 
The most important inputs for the modeling were emission factors from EPA tables 
quoted by the Maine Wood to Energy Task Force in lb/mmbtu. Coming up with heat 
loads for different sizes was a piece of cake for me because of my engineering degree 
and familiarity with architectural texts and alternative energy work. So, I was able to use 
proportions to estimate pollution from any heat load or size fire from the basic 
modeling and I was also able to do to the same thing for different emission factors. 
 
One of the things I could estimate was the pollution from a certified stove because it 
was so similar to an uncertified stove. It just had a different emission factor, at one third 
the amount of an uncertified stove according to the latest numbers. It must be said that 
the numbers have been greatly increased and is part of the information that busts the 
myth that certified stoves are guaranteed to be safe. In short, the EPA has found that 
the emissions have increased by a factor of three, a magical number that keeps popping 
up all the time. 
 

Now, for the numbers: about 19 mcg/m3, on average for an uncertified stove heating 3 
rooms or 13,000 btu/hr; about 6 mcg/m3, on average, for a certified stove. Doesn't 
sound too bad, right? But, to that you have to add the design levels of pm2.5 from 
statistics. It is about 27 mcg/m3 in Maine right now. Add 6 mcg/m3 to 27 mcg/m3 and 
you have 33 mcg/m3, on average. Then you must consider that the values can be twice 
this or more 50% of the time. And so, the myth is busted ! This violates Canadian 
standards for pm2.5! and American standards about 40% of the time. It also can cause 
heart attacks and asthma attacks that in worst cases can kill. KILL!!! 
 
This is why the intelligent, progressive and leading community of Hampstead, Quebec - 
Canada banned all wood burning equipment except pellet stoves. The design level was 
about 25 mcg/m3, I am guessing, or more like Maine, and census data from 
Environment Canada was showing pm doubling or tripling pm2.5. So, the 25 mcg level 
was morphing into levels of 50 to 75 mcg/m3 in their minds with hot spots up to 400 
mcg/m3. It had to happen. It will happen eventually in many more places. I hope it can 
be in Shirley Brandie's town of Amherstburg soon as well, for the smoke she had to face 
forced her and her husband to vacate their home. Shirley is a Med Tech by education. 
She was healthy before the smoke and then found herself fighting many symptoms. But 
when the smoke stopped after obtaining a court injunction, and she had some time to 
normalize, her symptoms ended. She was up against something akin to a fireplace as 
near as I can tell, which is, on average anyhow, worse than the infamous outdoor wood 
boilers which have been banned by states, and cities, and counties, and so on. But 
nobody really knows this yet because nobody did the modeling and results of this 
modeling have not been published widely so far.  
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Furthermore, there is an error in the report made by the EPA and not discovered by the 
DEP and studies with errors are not widely accepted. The EPA, you see, made a mistake 
in the modeling emission factor, missing it by the magic number of three. 300% off. A 
big mistake. Something any engineer should be able to pick up, like me, but the EPA 
either made the mistake by accident or on purpose, to hide the problem and support 
the outdated policy of encouraging wood burning in certified stoves instituted when pm 
standards were 65 mcg/m3. The EPA gave an emission factor corresponding to a clean 
and well operated fireplace not real life emissions that are three times more. The first 
modeling showed it. The second modeling checks it when the air concentrations are 
adjusted for sizes and the emissions are checked to make sure they are in 6 to 1 ratios 
according to the ratio of efficiencies. The EPA tables show this. 28 lb/mmbtu emission 
factor for fireplaces, divided by the 4.6 lb/mmbtu factor for uncertified stoves is six. 3 is 
the difference between emissions for a clean and well operated piece of equipment and 
an average real life emission factor according to Scott in a New Zealand study. 
   
There is one other factor that should bust the myth that was provided to me by the 
Residents Against Wood Smoke Group in Wisconsin, USA. They show a report by the 
EPA recommending standards for pm2.5 be reduced to 15 mcg/m3 because 18 mcg/m3 
for 3 hrs can cause asthmatics to get sick and increase their medication after 3 hrs. Dr. 
Brown quoted this in his report as well. The people recommending this new standard 
were the doctors and public health scientists. The people stopping it were the 
businessmen like President Bush who could not stand for having a standard that would 
put ambient air levels of pm in violation! The gist of it is that we cannot even handle the 
pm from ambient levels of pm from oil and gas combustion. Dr. Brown's report quotes 
public health experts as saying they are seeing increased admissions for asthma and 
heart problems from ambient air pm episodes. Then, on top of this, a New Zealand 
Professor tested certified stoves and found that they could be made to cause 400 
mcg/m3 of pm2.5, after reading that the American Lung Association reported emissions 
went exponential as smoldering conditions were approached.  
 
And I haven't even started to talk about global warming. That will have to wait. So will 
an article on ozone levels, a priority pollutant violating standards in Maine before all the 
wood burning began. 
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The Real Effect of Smoke 

Submitted by Vic Steblin 
 

The real effect of smoke must depend on many sub-factors but I think that 
two main factors can summarize the effect of smoke on health. The two main 
factors are the amount of exposure and the actual absorption into the body. 
 
First consider the amount of exposure. It seems obvious that the greater the 
pollution, the greater the effect. Consider the example of heavy smokers as 
compared to light smokers. Cities with heavy pollution have citizens with 
worse health than those places with light pollution.  
 
But the amount of exposure also must have an individual component. 
Consider the active athlete who breathes in 20 times more smoke than 
someone sleeping. Or the people who are surrounded by wood burners as 
compared to those with no burners nearby. Obviously those who live near 
mills or in the bowl of Prince George breathe in more smoke than those who 
live far away. 
 
The second main factor is the actual absorption into the body. How much 
smoke do the lungs actually absorb? Can this be decently calculated? Does this 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜ άƴƻ ǎŀŦŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 
ǎƳƻƪŜέ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ pollutants like lead or dioxins? There are many 
existing research studies of the harm done by smoke and I can imagine more 
bad reports to come in the future.  
 
Whatever the case we should err on the side of caution with smoke. We 
should have more consideration for others. More should truly care about the 
health of society in general and more should stop making smoke. 

 
Vic Steblin   vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca 
BSc Honours Math, MA Math Education from UBC 
Currently teaching math in a secondary school in Prince George, B.C. 

 
  
 

 
 

mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
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Letter to the Editor  

 

We are Sherry Schultz 49, Gary Schultz 51, Kimberly Schultz 22 and Anne 
Aument 55, who live over 800 feet away from an OWB (800 feet is still way 
too close) who suffered in the following manner, since October of 2008, 
with the OWB in operation next to our home:  

1. Sherry: SEVERE lung distress (several emergency room visits 
beginning with the FIRST day of operation), rapid decline in daily 
ability to breathe and walk up stairs, chest pain (which resulted in 
heart surgery on 4/24/09 to install a stent to remove a blockage), 
vasculitis in the brain diagnosed in April 2009, elevated blood sugar 
levels to the point of being diagnosed with diabetes in April, 2009, 
and now early stage Ductal Carcinoma in Situ (breast cancer) 
diagnosed 6/25/09, and will begin radiation treatment the end of 
July, after Cardiac Rehabilitation is over. She will also face 5 years of 
being on the anti-cancer drug Tamoxifin.  She was completely healthy 
prior to the OCB being installed.  

2. Kimberly: suffered grand mal seizures each and EVERY time smoke 
blew into the direct path of our home (well over 40 of them) and has 
breathing and walking difficulties.   

3. Anne: suffered severe bronchitis from Nov. of 2008 to Feb. of 2009, 
and has NEVER stopped coughing since then. She has lost energy, has 
difficulty climbing stairs, and has chest pain. She moved out of our 
home and has no insurance.  

4. Gary: began to decline in his energy level and is also having breathing 
difficulties.  

The women lived daily in the home, Gary works outside of the home.  
 
The OWB burned 24/7 for seven months until recently when they removed 
the smoke stack to replace it with a taller one, (which will bring the smoke 
even closer to our home). Our roof and siding is covered with soot that is 
still there after months of rain. The interior of our home was completely 
washed down or repainted, from smoke on the walls. (We are non-smokers 
and do not allow smoking in our home.) We still have to completely clean 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǳŎǘǿƻǊƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΧƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
family. 
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Residential Wood Smoke On The Rise  
Worse Than Tobacco Smoke 

 
The growing popularity of outdoor wood-fired boilers (OWB), also known as outdoor 
wood-fired hydronic heaters or outdoor wood-fired furnaces, has been increasing at an 
alarming rate, affecting areas of NY, CT, MN, WA, and other states. Although residents 
voice concerns over health dangers attributed to excessive amounts of toxic smoke 
emitted by OWBs, there is not enough being done by local and state officials to regulate 
residential wood smoke. 
   
CǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΣ άhǳǊ kids are getting sick. Officials are just not listening 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦέ Lƴ ƻƴŜ aƛŘ IǳŘǎƻƴ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘǿƻ ƎŀǊŀƎŜŘ ŦŜǊǊŜǘǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎƛȄ 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǿƻƻŘ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
homeowners described the smoke as noxious and relentless, stating that it set off their 
ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƭŀǊƳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ ά²Ŝ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ƛǘ ώƻǳǊ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŀƭŀǊƳϐΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
ŦƛǊŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎŎǊǳōōƛƴƎ 
soot off her bedroom walls. Needless to say, when it comes to the issue of, to burn or 
not to burn, arguments between neighbors and local officials have been cropping up in 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ ά/ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
us in bans and regulation of ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ¦{! ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
our freedom to breathe clean air and right to quiet enjoyment of our homes and healthy 
ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦέ 
 
Clean Air Hudson, a group of concerned Mid Hudson Valley residents, has been 
campaigning for clean air by lobbying local and state officials and agencies, requesting 
stricter regulation of wood smoke that is now flowing freely in our air, polluting and 
promoting illness. ά!ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǘƻ 
Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƻŦ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΣέ 
states Valentine, founder of www.cleanairhudson.com . HB 6616, AN ACT ESTABLISHING 
WOOD SMOKE TO BE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, if passed, would redefine wood smoke as a 
public health nuisance and allow action to be taken to protect people in their own 
homes, Margaret R. LaCroix of the American Lung Association of New England reports. 
ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōǳǊƴ ǿƻƻŘ ōǳǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ 
necessary to protect health and environment.  
 
Burning wood should never be the primary source of heat and hot water for any home. 
Limitations would help alleviate some of the high concentrations of wood smoke 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǾŜƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΦέ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜ ƛƴǎƛǎǘǎΣ ά²ƻƻŘ 
smoke is more than an annoyance; it can become a severe health hazard when fine 
particulate matter is inhaled and lodges ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƴƎǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  

http://www.cleanairhudson.com/
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Valentine herself was treated last fall for serious respiratory damage resulting from 
wood smoke inhalation when her next door neighbor tried to heat his home solely with 
wood. Involuntarily breathing the excessive smoke caused what her doctor called 
internal sunburn complicated by a staph infection. 
  
Burning wood for heat and hot water is not GREEN as the wood stove industry and 
other proponents proclaim. It blankets the atmosphere with black carbon soot that 
contributes to global warming. Wood smoke contains carcinogenic particulates along 
with some of the greenhouse gases the Obama Administration is pushing to control: 
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons and 
sulfur hexafluoride that negatively impact our planet. When you live in close proximity 
to a wood burning device you may be exposed to 24/7 smoke inhalation, which is as bad 
as or worse than breathing second hand tobacco smoke. Exposure to wood smoke 
causes an array of symptoms such as headaches, burning eyes, nose, throat and chest.  
 
The American Lung Association and the EPA agree that wood smoke exposure worsens 
or can cause asthma and respiratory illness along with a host of other illnesses. Scientific 
studies find pregnant women, children and the elderly to be most at risk. Wood smoke 
has been linked to SIDS [Sudden Infant Death Syndrome] and may weaken healthy 
ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΦάLƴƘŀƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ 
smoke should be avƻƛŘŜŘΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9t! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
on wood stove swap-ƻǳǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΦ άhƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
dangers of wood smoke and on the other they offer tax credits for those who want to 
swap an old wood stove for a new one. Smoke is smoke. Why not swap wood stoves for 
ŎƭŜŀƴ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ Ǝŀǎ ƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǎǘƻǾŜǎΚέ  
 
Wood smoke crosses property lines, hovers and surrounds homes, infiltrating through 
closed doors and windows, walls, electrical outlets and normal air exchange. Even if you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ h². ƻǊ ǿƻƻŘ 
stove, toxic smoke is more than likely entering your home, affecting the health of your 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻōŀŎŎƻ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜ ŀǊƎǳŜǎΣ άǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΚ 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŎƛƎŀǊŜǘǘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀǾƻƛŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƛǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƻƳōŀǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ǿƻƻŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΦ ²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ 
your kids a carton of cigarettes and tell them to chain-smoke? Exposing them to wood 
ǎƳƻƪŜ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ōŀŘΣ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΦέ 
 
Sources: http://BurningIssues.org , www.nescaum.org , http://www.epa.gov , 
http://www.lungusa.org , http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com    
 
VictoriaSky   
http://www.cleanairhudson.com  
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  
  

http://burningissues.org/
http://www.nescaum.org/
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.lungusa.org/
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
http://www.cleanairhudson.com/
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/


 

13 The Wood Smoke Activist 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  
 

  
  
 
  
 

 

  

 

  

 



 

14 The Wood Smoke Activist 

Canadian Wood Smoke Emissions by Province  
 

 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________  
 

  Primary Air Pollutants USA  
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I would like to thank Julie Mellum for her participation in the formation of 
this newsletter and for being my co-editor since our first issue back in 
January 2009. 
 
Julie has been of enormous help and inspiration and I know we all will 
miss her. 
 
She will continue to give her support and also to contribute articles to the 
newsletter. 
 
Julie is now devoting her time to solving the issues that we all are working 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎΧ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƛǊ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
places. 
  
Again, thank you Julie! 
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Teaming Up With Others:  Strength In Numbers 

  
Like tobacco smoke, wood smoke can be banned or regulated 

in cities or states. Our national elected officials also need to 

hear from us.  Please contact any of the names below--you do 

not have to live in their area to build our network.  Nor do you 

have to leave your name if you prefer not to.  But we all need to 

build a network for strength in numbers. 

 

NOTE: Connecticut is trying to have wood smoke added to the 

state health code as a public health nuisance. That would allow 

the health department to intervene on a case by case basis. The 

bill in CT didnôt pass, but a local health department decided to 

shut down an OWB which set a precedent, calling it a public 

health hazard.   

  

Here is a partial list of contacts who are working on wood 

smoke issues from various states and regions. Please click here 

to email me if you are willing to have your email address or 

other information published in this newsletter monthly to 

connect with others.  

 

Name Email State/Province 

Shirley  

 

s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

 

Ontario, 

Canada 

Victoria Valentine 

 

stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com 

Web site: http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com  

 

New York, 

U.S.A. 

 

Julie Mellum 

 

 

info@takebacktheair.com 

Web site: http://www.takebacktheair.com  

 

 

Minneapolis 

U.S.A. 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:stopwoodsmoke@woodsmokefreeny.com
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
mailto:info@takebacktheair.com
http://www.takebacktheair.com/
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Vic Steblin 
 

vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca  

 

Prince George, British 
Columbia, Canada 

 Short Letters about Air Quality 

are listed in OPINION section of 

www.pachapg.ca 
 

Vicki Morell  

 

vmorell@telus.net 

Website: http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 "A breath of fresh air - for all generations" 

 

 

Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada    

604-322-6744 

 

Mary Rozenberg 

 

Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com  

http://BurningIssues.org  

 

 

Point Arena, CA in Mendocino 

County, USA 

 

 

Julie Burgo 

 

Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com 

 

 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

USA 

 

 

Ernest Grolimund  

 

 

egrolimund@msn.com  

 

19 Johnson Hts.,  

Waterville, Maine USA  04901 

207-861-5765 

 
Giulia D'Alesio 

 

 

jaguarg90@hotmail.com 

 

Notre-Dame-De-L'ile Perrot  

Quebec, Canada 

Phone and fax (514) 425-5288 

 

Janet Irvine 

 

 

janetirvine@shaw.ca 

 

 

Nanaimo, B.C. 

Canada 

 

 

  

   

      

 

  

    

   

  
 
 

 
    

mailto:vsteblin@sd57.bc.ca
http://www.pachapg.ca/
mailto:vmorell@telus.net
http://www.canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
mailto:Mary.rozenberg@gmail.com
http://burningissues.org/
mailto:Jbamonteburgo@gmail.com
mailto:egrolimund@msn.com
mailto:jaguarg90@hotmail.com
mailto:janetirvine@shaw.ca
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Photos and Videos 
  
 

 

  

 

  

  

  
 

To see some photos that victims of wood smoke have sent click here 

 

To have your own listed, send an email to: s.brandie@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

 

Just a few photos to show to your public officials and others you want to convince 
that only a  ban on smoke release will change this!  

Click here for videos  

http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
http://woodburnersmoke.net/canada_us_victims.htm
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://woodburnersmoke.net/Videos.htm
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LINKS & MORE  

 
Click here for a heart-breaking story & video of a family subjected to wood smoke. 
 

 

Click here to see Clive Stottôs peaceful, but meaningful protest of forestry burning 

in Australia.  
 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
   

 

 

 
cleanairtas.com 

 

 

 

Wood Burner 

Smoke 

 
Editorõs Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net/lynn_smoke.wmv
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://woodburnersmoke.net/smoke_001.WMV
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://cleanairtas.com/phpbb/index.php?sid=d0cdd088e05532fcb7232cf8c0e6e359
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://noccawood.ca/
http://BurningIssues.org
http://www.CanadianCleanAirAlliance.ca
http://takebacktheair.com/index.html
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If your health has been affected by exposure to chromated copper arsenate 

(CCA) pressure treated wood, please visit: http://noccawood.ca  

 

A site dedicated to helping those affected by wood smoke: 

http://BurningIssues.org  

   

http://takebacktheair.com  

 

http://www.cleanairtas.com  

 

http://woodburnersmoke.net  

 

http://freedomofair.webs.com  

 

http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html  

 

http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/ 
Please take a minute to sign the petition there. 

 

http://rawsep.spaces.live.com   Residents against  wood smoke emission particulates    
 

http://rodfarmer40.blogspot.com  A blog dedicated to shaming the Launceston City 

Council and Tasmanian State Government to start enforcing wood smoke legislation in 
Launceston.  
 
http://www.alap.qc.ca   Quebec Association for clean air ðFrench  & English 

 

ñBurning 2 cords of wood produces the same amount of mutagenic (capable of 

causing cell mutations that can cause cancer) particles as driving 13 gasoline-

powered cars 10,000 miles each at 20 miles/gallon. These figures indicate that 

the worst contribution that an individual is likely to make to the mutagenicity of 

the air is using a wood stove for heating, followed by a diesel car.ò (Dr. Joellen 

Lewtas, Contribution of Source Emissions of the Mutagenicity of Ambient Urban 

Air Particles. U.S., EPA, #91-131.6, 1991) 

http://noccawood.ca/
http://burningissues.org/
http://takebacktheair.com/
http://www.cleanairtas.com/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
http://freedomofair.webs.com/
http://www.gulfportinflorida.com/toxic_waste/smoker_in_gulfport_fl.html
http://www.woodsmokefreeny.com/
http://rawsep.spaces.live.com/
http://rodfarmer40.blogspot.com/
http://www.alap.qc.ca/
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L 

Canadian Action Activities of the Month 
 

Wood smoke is a major problem in all of America and Canada. 

National efforts are gaining momentum.  

Regardless of where we live, our actions should focus on getting our 

national governments to regulate wood smoke. To make an impact, if 

each reader calls or emails each of these contacts, we can move 

mountains.  

Go for it now! 

 

 
 

Health Canada assesses scientific evidence about the health effects of wood smoke 

and makes this information available to Canadians.  Health Canada is also working 

with other government departments to determine the best ways to minimize risks 

associated with wood smoke.   

In addition, Health Canada is a contributor to the Burn it Smart! Campaign 

sponsored by Natural Resources Canada. 

 

Environment Canada:    www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair  

Health Canada:    air@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Air Health Effects Division, Safe Environments Program, Health Canada 

400 Cooper StreetOttawa, ON K1A 0K9 Telephone: (613) 957-1876 

 

Natural Resources Canada Burn it Smart!  Sir William Logan Building , 

11th Floor, 580 Booth Street, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E4 

 

Write or email  to your local council & MPs to request that they create or amend a 

bylaw to cover nuisance smoke. Preferably, a ban on all wood burning in residential 

areas. 

  

http://www.ec.gc.ca/cleanair
mailto:air@hc-sc.gc.ca
http://www.burnitsmart.org/english/index.html
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U.S. Action Activities of the Month 

 
URGENTðImmediate Action Needed 

 
A new EPA-certified wood stove promotion gives a 30% tax credit and a 

huge discount to the public. It is being funded by stimulus money from 

the US government. This flies in the face of the known hazards of wood 

smoke that the EPA acknowledges on their website. If we donôt stop our 

statesô stimulus money from funding this major promotion, it will be 

next to impossible to regulate or ban wood burning in any form.  

 

If you have never protested wood smoke or called your public officials 

before, this is the time to do it!   

 
¶ Contact your US Senators and Representatives, as well as your state 

Senators and Representatives and City Council members.  Ask them 

to see that the stimulus money does not go towards this promotion.  

It is crucial to let your elected officials know that you donôt want the 

stimulus money used for this promotion in your communityðbut 

only to apply to gas or electric technology.  (California has a change-

out program that only allows swap-outs to gas or electric.)   

 

¶ Let them know that wood smoke is a major health hazard and is a 
major contributor  to global warming. 

 

¶ Send an email to others and ask them for their help too.  (See 

suggested email below). 

 

¶ Be sure to call your US legislators and State legislators and City 

Council Members, to alert them to the problem and asking for their 

help too in keeping new EPA certified wood burning equipment out 

of your community, even if a state-wide promotion allows them. 

 

¶ If we donôt stop this unthinkable promotion, there is little hope for a 
healthy legacy for our children and grandchildren.  
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Action #1- Suggested message for calling and emailing U.S. legislators 

and state legislators.  Please also relay on to others and urge them to 

contact others.  

 _________________________ 

 

Date: 

 
Dear (elected official): 

 
Please use your influence to disallow stimulus money to be used for EPA 

wood stove promotion in (your state and/or your community.)  

 

According to the EPAôs own website, wood smoke is a killer responsible 

for premature deaths nation-wide at a rate of 3% of the total deaths 

every year from fine particle pollution. (Harvard School of Public 

Health).   That is close to 73,000 people in the U.S. each year--an 

epidemic!  Wood smoke is extremely hazardous for children, the elderly 

and especially those with asthma.  Asthma is already the number one 

reason for school absenteeism.  It is even implicated in sudden infant 

death syndrome.   

 
Our states are looking for ways to limit fine particulate pollution and 

better air quality.   This should be a ñno-brainer.ò Wood smoke emits 

over 9,600 % more lead than natural gas, according to the EPAôs own 

data.  It also emits arsenic, mercury, formaldehyde, polyaromatic 

hydrocarbons and dioxins, persistent organic compounds that do not 

break down in the environment or in human lungs, crops, soil and water 

supply.  See http://BurningIssues.org for the facts.  

  

Please do not allow stimulus money to be used for promoting more 

pollution. 

 

(Sign your name and contact info) 

 

_____________________________ 

  
 

 

http://burningissues.org/
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About the Editor : 
 

 

 

Shirley Brandie 
   

Ontario Director of Canadian Clean Air 

Alliance http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca  

 

 She is retired from a medical laboratory 

and currently doing in-depth research on 

the effects of wood smoke on health and 

the environment. 

  

Web site: http://WoodBurnerSmoke.net  

 

If you would like to have your wood smoke story published, click here to email it.  

 

** We do not accept responsibility for errors in articles submitted for publication. It is 

the responsibility of the author to ensure the facts are,  to the best of their knowledge, 

correct . ** 

 

Please pass this issue on to others in need of help.  Send an email to 
s.brandie@sympatico.ca to be added to the mailing list. 

 

 

 

mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
http://canadiancleanairalliance.ca/
http://woodburnersmoke.net/
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca
mailto:s.brandie@sympatico.ca

